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FOREWORD

Welcome to Issue 2 of Southern Forward, the Southern University College
Monthly Bulletin for 2026!

In February, the campus came alive with the festive spirit of the Lunar New
Year and a vibrant sense of creativity, reflecting Southern University
College’s continuous growth and dynamic development. From learning
experiences inside and outside the classroom to interdisciplinary
exchanges, as well as cultural creativity and industry-academia
collaboration projects, these initiatives demonstrated the active exploration
of students and faculty members in professional growth and social
engagement.

This month, student works extended beyond the campus, showcasing
design thinking and cultural awareness through cultural celebrations,
community projects, and industry collaborations. Graduation exhibitions
and academic exchange activities further highlighted the creative potential
and cross-media expression of a new generation of design talents. At the
same time, various faculties continued to advance diverse learning and
practical initiatives in areas such as traditional medicine, media production,
art exhibitions, and educational training, reflecting a balanced approach
between knowledge preservation and innovative application.

As we move into March, Southern University College will be organizing a
variety of exciting activities, including literary camps, international
competition award ceremonies, Al training sessions, academic lectures,
and cultural exchange programmes, providing students and staff with more
opportunities for learning and cross-cultural engagement. We warmly
welcome everyone to participate and experience the vibrant academic and
cultural atmosphere of Southern University College.

We would like to express our sincere appreciation to all faculty members,
students, partners, and members of the community for your continued
support. Moving forward, Southern University College will continue to
progress steadily with a spirit of openness and innovation, embracing even
greater growth and new possibilities ahead.

Prof. Ir. Ts. Dr. Chuah Joon Huang
President
Southern University College
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CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

Event/Activity Faculty/Department

Award-Winning Main Float Theme Design for the
2026 Johor Chingay Parade

Training: Smart Assessment in Education: Using Al
for Formative and Summative Evaluation

‘Leading the Charge" into the Year of the Horse —
Mr. Kerk Won Hoo Ink Painting Exhibition

“SAPIERS - Irreplaceable,” Graduation Exhibition Faculty of Art & Design

Faculty of Art & Design

SC Education Management Sdn. Bhd.

Museum & Art Gallery

FCM Participated in CPD Training Faculty of Chinese Medicine

Training: Entrepreneurial Thinking and Market
Strategy

A New Milestone in Strengthening
Industry—Academia Collaboration

Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) Signing
Ceremony — Strengthening Heritage Through Design | Faculty of Art & Design
Collaboration

SC Education Management Sdn. Bhd.

Faculty of Art & Design

Faculty of Humanities & Social

“Preserving Traditions, Inspiring Generations” .
Sciences
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Faculty Achievements & Featured Activities

FACULTY OF
ART & DESIGN

Award-Winning Main Float Theme Design for the 2026 Johor
Chingay Parade

The Faculty of Art and Design is pleased to announce that students from the Diploma in Industrial Design and Diploma
in Advertising Design programmes have achieved outstanding success by winning the Float Design Competition
organised by Thoong Nyien (Hakka) Association, Johor Bahru. This accomplishment not only brings honour to the
faculty, but also reflects the institution’s continued achievements in the field of design education.

The significance of this achievement is further underscored by the selection of the winning design as the main theme
for the 2026 Johor Chingay Parade. The opportunity for the students’ work to be featured prominently in a major cultural
celebration represents a meaningful milestone, highlighting the role of young designers in contributing to the
preservation and reinterpretation of cultural heritage. The design also strongly reflects the core spirit of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), particularly through its engagement with social and cultural development, demonstrating
the close relationship between design and social responsibility.

On 4 February 2026, coinciding with “Lichln (iZ%)” in the Lunar Calendar, the award-winning students, accompanied
by their lecturer, Ms. Tan Yean Ne, attended an official press conference hosted by the Thoong Nyien (Hakka)
Association, Johor Bahru. The event formed part of the association’s centenary celebration announcements, during
which the Float Design Competition was introduced as one of the key highlights of the upcoming Chingay Parade. Their
participation in the press conference also strengthened the collaboration and engagement between the institution and
cultural organisations within the community.

The faculty extends its sincere congratulations to the students for their dedication and exemplary performance and
expresses its appreciation to Ms. Tan Yean Ne for her guidance and mentorship. This achievement stands as a
testament to the collaborative efforts of both students and academic staff in advancing creative practice and cultural
engagement.
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Faculty Achievements & Featured Activities

FACULTY OF
ART & DESIGN

“SAPIERS - Irreplaceable,” Graduation Exhibition

2026 FAD GRADUATION EXHIBITION

Southern University College, in collaboration with Sutera Mall, once again strengthened its partnership through a joint
initiative aimed at advancing art and design education. This collaboration provided students with an expanded platform for
practical engagement while bringing the creative expressions of the younger generation closer to the wider community, also
reflected the important role of industry—academia collaboration in contemporary design education.

Organised by the Faculty of Art and Design, the 2026 graduation showcase, titled “SAPIERS - Irreplaceable,” centred on the
notion of individuality and originality. The theme underscored the idea that each design graduate embodies a unique creative
identity that cannot be replicated. Through the use of creativity as a form of expression and design as a medium, the
graduates presented works that reflect both personal perspectives and contemporary relevance.

The exhibition featured approximately 50 graduates from the disciplines of Advertising Design, Multimedia Design, and
Industrial Design. A diverse range of final-year projects was presented, encompassing areas such as brand design, visual
communication, multimedia interaction, and product design. Collectively, the works demonstrated the technical proficiency,
conceptual development, and innovative potential of emerging designers. It also reflected the students’ engagement with
social, cultural and technological issues.

The “SAPIERS - Irreplaceable” Graduation Design Exhibition was successfully held from 6 to 8 February 2026 at Sutera Mall,
located on the first floor (East Wing), and concluded on a positive note. The exhibition, which was open daily from 10:30 AM
to 10:30 PM, attracted a steady stream of visitors, offering the public an opportunity to engage directly with the graduates’
creative outputs and gain insight into contemporary design practices.

The successful execution of the exhibition not only highlighted the achievements of the graduating cohort but also reflected
the institution’s continued commitment to nurturing creative talent and fostering meaningful industry and community
engagement. The faculty would also like to express its sincere appreciation to all supporters and participants, and looks
forward to organising more high-quality design exhibitions and academic exchange activities in the future.
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Faculty Achievements & Featured Activities

FACULTY OF
ART & DESIGN

A New Milestone in Strengthening Industry—Academia

Collaboration

SHERATON

Johor Bahru

On 12 February 2026, Southern University College and
Sheraton Johor Bahru formalised a significant collaboration
through the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) and Memorandum of Agreement (MOA), marking a
meaningful milestone in advancing industry—academic
collaboration.

The signing ceremony, held at Sheraton Johor Bahru, was
attended by representatives from Southern University
College, including Prof. Ir. Ts. Dr. Chuah Joon Huang,
President; Asst. Prof. Ts. Dr. Teo Pei Kian, Dean of the
Faculty of Art & Design; Ms. Ong Ei Lin, Deputy Dean; Asst.
Prof. Ng Chee Fong, Head of Department of Visual Art; and
Mr. Lok How Yuan, Specialist of the Department of Visual
Art. The institution extends its sincere appreciation to Mr.
Vikas Malik, Ms. Wendy Lew and the entire team of
Sheraton Johor Bahru for their warm hospitality and
generous support.

The agreements were signed by Prof. Ir. Ts. Dr. Chuah Joon
Huang, President of Southern University College, and Mr.
Vikas Malik, General Manager of Sheraton Johor Bahru.
The partnership reflects a shared commitment to fostering
experiential learning and strengthening connections
between higher education and the professional sector.

Through this collaboration, students from the Faculty of Art
and Design are provided with the opportunity to participate
in a real-world mural painting project within a professional
hospitality environment. The initiative integrates artistic
practice, design research, and project execution within a
commercial setting. It not only enhances students’ creative
competencies and professional preparedness but also
strengthens the integration of theoretical knowledge and
practical application, reflecting the core values of applied
education.

This partnership not only provides valuable experiential
learning opportunities for students but also lays a solid
foundation for broader and deeper future collaboration
between both parties, further advancing the development
of industry—academic integration.
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Faculty Achievements & Featured Activities

FACULTY OF
ART & DESIGN

Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) Signing Ceremony -
Strengthening Heritage Through Design Collaboration

SteRel
\WAGE

On 26 February 2026, a meaningful milestone in cultural
collaboration was officially initiated at the Gelang Patah
Heritage. A Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) was signed
between the Faculty of Art and Design, Southern University
College and Pertubuhan Gerak Warisan Negeri Johor,
marking a close partnership in the fields of cultural heritage
preservation and creative education.

This collaboration reflects a shared commitment to the
preservation and long-term sustainability of local cultural
heritage through creative design, educational practice, and
community engagement. By integrating academic expertise
with cultural heritage conservation initiatives, the
partnership not only provides students with hands-on
experience in real project-based learning but also injects
new momentum and vitality into the cultural development of
the Gelang Patah community.

The Southern University College delegation was
represented by Asst. Prof. Ts. Dr. Teo Pei Kian, Dean of the
Faculty of Art & Design; Ms. Ong Ei Lin, Deputy Dean; Asst.
Prof. Dr. Tan Si Min, Head of the Department of Visual
Communication; Mr. Yew Leong Fei, Senior Lecturer; as well
as student representatives. The Pertubuhan Gerak Warisan
Negeri Johor was represented by its Chairman and
committee members, who attended as witnesses to the
occasion.
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The collaboration will also support the cultural exhibition
project “Gelang Patah Impressions,” in which students from
the Faculty of Art and Design will take on design execution
roles. Through creative thinking, cultural research, and
exhibition planning, the project aims to showcase the
unique historical heritage and cultural stories of Gelang
Patah. The project is led by Mr. Yew Leong Fei, Senior
Lecturer, with two student designers jointly participating in
its execution, reflecting an educational approach that
integrates academic learning with practical experience.

This collaboration reflects a dynamic partnership between
industry, community, and academia, promoting experiential
learning while reinforcing local cultural identity and the
preservation of historical heritage through innovative visual
storytelling. The Faculty of Art and Design also extends its
heartfelt appreciation to Pertubuhan Gerak Warisan Negeri
Johor for its trust and support, which have provided
valuable opportunities for both educators and students to
engage in meaningful cultural preservation and
community-building initiatives.

Looking forward, both parties hope that through continued
collaboration, the partnership will bring positive impact to
community development while nurturing more design
talents with cultural awareness and innovative capabilities,
thereby promoting the preservation and development of
local cultural heritage within a contemporary context.
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Faculty Achievements & Featured Activities

FACULTY OF
CHINESE MEDICINE

FCM Participated in CPD Training

On 7 February 2026, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Lim Juat Hong,

Dean of the Faculty of Chinese Medicine, together with

L Mr. Kwan Wyesen, TCM Practitioner, and eight students

© i from Bachelor of Traditional Chinese Medicine

B O 1z (Honours) attended an academic lecture delivered by

B R 3 _ Chief Physician Yue Rensong from the Hospital of

SRR Chengdu University of Traditional Chinese Medicine at
International Medical University (IMU).

The lecture focused on how classical Traditional Chinese
Medicine (TCM) formulas can be applied in the
treatment of common and refractory endocrine disorders
in modern clinical practice. Chief Physician Yue Rensong
provided an in-depth discussion on the flexible clinical
application of classical TCM prescriptions, particularly in
the treatment of thyroid disorders, menstrual-related conditions, diabetes and its complications, as well as obesity.

Through this learning experiences, lecturers and students not only gained insight into the expertise and professional
excellence of a renowned specialist but also developed a deeper understanding of how traditional medical wisdom can
be integrated with modern disease diagnosis and treatment. Beyond knowledge acquisition, the session greatly
broadened their clinical perspectives and strengthened their TCM clinical thinking.
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Faculty Achievements & Featured Activities

FACULTY OF
HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES

“Preserving Traditions, Inspiring Generations”

BRABR |

T Mot T35
Kepitiam sl

Two lecturers from the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Ms Lah Wan Yee, Head of Department of Journalism and
Communication Studies and Asst. Prof. Dr. Bambang Suhartono Bin Mohd Said, were appointed to lead a documentary
production project in conjunction with Pesta Gelang Patah, a Chinese New Year celebration organized by the Pejabat
Parlimen Iskandar Puteri on 28 February 2026, together with students from the Bachelor of Communication (Honours) (Mass
Communication) programme.

Under their leadership, a short documentary was produced to highlight how local communities preserve traditional heritage,
cultural practices, and historical sites in Gelang Patah. The documentary featured interviews with community leaders and
residents, showcasing stories of how customs are passed down across generations and the safeguarding of local history.

Through careful research, planning, and creative storytelling, the team successfully portrayed Gelang Patah as a living
cultural landscape where traditions continue to thrive alongside modern development. Beyond documenting festive activities,
the documentary emphasized the importance of cultural continuity, unity, and collective memory within the community.

This meaningful initiative reflects the faculty’s commitment
to community engagement and applied media production.
By combining academic knowledge with professional
production standards, the team ensured a high-quality
documentary suitable for public viewing and archival
purposes.

YB Liew Chin Tong, Member of Parliament for Iskandar
Puteri and State Assemblyperson for Perling in Johor,
expressed his appreciation to the team and praised them for
producing a high-quality documentary that celebrates
cultural heritage while positioning Gelang Patah as a
vibrant community dedicated to preserving its traditions for
future generations.
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Faculty Achievements & Featured Activities

MUSEUM & ART GALLERY

“Leading the Charge" into the Year of the Horse — Mr. Kerk Won
Hoo Ink Painting Exhibition

The Museum and Art Gallery of Southern University
College held the ink painting exhibition “Leading the
Charge” by renowned artist Mr. Kerk Won Hoo on 6
February, featuring more than 60 horse-themed ink
paintings, marking the beginning of the Lunar New Year
celebrations. The opening ceremony was officiated by
Dato’ Vincent Tan Meng Seng, Chairman of the Board of
Directors, Southern University College; and drew an
enthusiastic crowd of art enthusiasts from both within
and beyond the campus.

Prior to the ceremony, six of Mr. Kerk Won Hoo’s students
from Kuala Lumpur spent three hours on-site creating a
large-scale scroll titled ‘A Hundred Horses Greeting the
Rising Sun,” adding a festive touch to the campus
atmosphere.

The opening programme also included interactive
activities such as a Spring Couplets Creative Workshop
and a Large Calligraphy Writing Experience. Mr. Kerk
Won Hoo’s son, Mr. Kerk Yifan, demonstrated calligraphy
and horse painting, offering auspicious blessings to
visitors and enlivening the event with a vibrant,
celebratory atmosphere. Distinguished guests in
attendance included Phang Piow, JP, proprietor of PP Art
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Museum; Mr. Tey Poh San; Mr. Tey Boon Leng; Mr. Yap
Eng San, Member of Board of Directors, Southern
University College; Prof. Ir. Ts. Dr. Chuah Joon Huang,
President of Southern University College; Prof. ChM. Dr.
Leong Loong Kong, Vice President; Asst. Prof. Dr. Chua
Yee Chii, Vice President; and Asst. Prof. Ts. Dr. Teo Pei
Kian, Dean of the Faculty of Art and Design.

In his opening remarks, Dato’ Vincent Tan Meng Seng
highlighted that in Chinese culture, the horse symbolizes
perseverance, endurance, and an unwavering spirit of
progress. As this year coincides with Visit Malaysia Year
2026, the presence of Mr. Kerk Won Hoo’s horse-themed
ink works on campus not only enhances the festive
atmosphere but also reflects the flourishing development
of Malaysia’s art scene.

Mr. Tan Chai Puan, Director of the Museum and Art
Gallery, noted that contemporary society has endowed
the horse with many creative and festive connotations,
giving rise to auspicious phrases such as “prosperity
arrives immediately” and “instant happiness, both
playing on the Chinese phrase “ma shang’ He praised
the richness of Mr. Kerk Won Hoo’s artistic practice,
particularly the distinctive incorporation of Han dynasty
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Faculty Achievements & Featured Activities

MUSEUM & ART GALLERY

“Leading the Charge" into the Year of the Horse — Mr. Kerk Won
Hoo Ink Painting Exhibition

pictorial horse imagery into his seal carving works,
which gives them a highly compelling artistic character.
He further remarked that in the age of artificial
intelligence, traditional Chinese folk art accumulated
through generations can be presented in more dynamic
and immersive ways through technology, making
traditional art more engaging and full of vitality.

In his speech, Mr. Kerk Won Hoo shared that he has

devoted more than 30 years to horse painting, spanning

two previous zodiac cycles of the Horse. Since June last

year, he has created nearly 500 horse-themed artworks,

of which 150 pieces were selected for exhibition at Dong

Zen Temple, various venues in Kuala Lumpur, and Southern University College, with most of the large-scale works
exhibited at Southern University College.

He emphasized that zodiac-themed art is deeply rooted in folk culture, as people enjoy sharing blessings and
aspirations during the Lunar New Year. In Chinese auspicious expressions, the phrase “ma shang” (“immediately,” or
literally “on horseback”) conveys speed and swift success, yet true speed must rest upon a stable foundation. Likewise,
painting horses requires mastery ranging from structural form to artistic expression; only through rigorous training in
drawing, quick sketching, expressive freehand brushwork, and spontaneous ink expression can one achieve an artistic
state where movement and stillness coexist in a single flowing stroke.
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Faculty Achievements & Featured Activities

SC EDUCATION MANAGEMENT
SDN. BHD.

Training: Smart Assessment in Education: Using Al for Formative
and Summative Evaluation

On 4 February 2026, SC Education Management Sdn.
Bhd. (SCEM) organized an on-campus training session
titted ‘Smart Assessment in Education: Using Al for
Formative and Summative Evaluation, which was open
to students.

In this training session, Asst. Prof. Dr. Renugala A/P M.
Shollunayagam, Head of Department of Marketing,
Faculty of Business & Management, guided students in
using Al tools for autonomous learning, helping them
adapt smoothly to the transition from secondary to
tertiary education. Various Al tools, including ChatGPT,
Grammarly, Canva and other applications, were
introduced to assist students in summarising and
analysing academic publications and articles,
understanding sentence structures, and improving their
academic writing skills. Students also learned how to select suitable presentation design templates and develop
effective study schedules to support continuous learning and academic improvement throughout their academic
journey.

This training aimed to equip students with practical skills and encourage the adoption of more effective learning
approaches to support their academic success.
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Faculty Achievements & Featured Activities

SC EDUCATION MANAGEMENT
SDN. BHD.

Training: Entrepreneurial Thinking and Market Strategy

A training session titled “Entrepreneurial Thinking and
Market Strategy” was conducted on 9 February 2026 in
collaboration with Dr. Seng Yan Ping, attracting four
students.

The training covered the fundamentals of business— the
5P framework, the differences between entrepreneurs
and managers, the core mindsets of different
entrepreneurs and entrepreneurial practices, as well as
how to use different approaches to present products and
services.

Students were also able to learn how to analyze
concepts using theoretical frameworks to achieve better
alignment between customer needs and market supply
and demand.

SC Education Management Sdn. Bhd. (SCEM) sincerely thanks Dr. Seng Yan Ping for his thoughtful preparation of
each module, his in-depth explanations of key details, and the design of engaging training activities. The session
allowed students to enrich their knowledge during the holiday while building a solid foundation in business
management and practical application skills for the future.
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