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Ancient Melodies - A Lyric in The Memory
and Viewing of A Woman in The Republic
of China

Ng Kee Ong™

Abstract

Ling Shu-hua was born at the end of Qing Dynasty in the early 20th century.
His father, Ling Fu-peng, became an official in 1895. Ling Shu-hua's great-
grandfather, Xie Lan-sheng, was a famous painter in Guangdong. His father thought
that she also had a talent for painting, so he placed high hopes on her, hoping that
she would also become an elegant scholar. Therefore, she studied painting and
became a student to Miao Su-yun, a painter favoured by the Empress Dowager Ci-
xi, and learned English and poetry from Ku Hung-ming. After a while, she studied
landscape painting instructed by Wang Zhu-lin and Hao Shu-yu. In 1911, the
beginning of the Republic of China, she expanded her vision to Japan, the May
Fourth Literary Movement, world history and stylistic writing, which enabled her to
create awareness between herself and the society or herself and the world. It made
her reflect on what it meant to be a woman writer, which led to the production of
Ancient Melodies followed by the widening of vision. Ling Shu-hua began to write
her so called "Autobiography" in English at the request of Virginia Woolf during the
period of the Anti-Japanese War in 1936 when she corresponded with Wolff in Le-
shan, Sichuan, until the information of the two was cut off resulting from the suicide
of Woolfin 1941. In 1947, Ling brought her daughter to London to reunite with her
husband to settle down and met the poet Vita Sackville-West (1892-1962). Through
Sackville, Woolf's husband Leonard Woolf (1880-1969) found the manuscript of
Ling Su -hua's English autobiography in Woolf's relics in their former residence in
Sussex. Reynard published the manuscripts named Ancient Melodies in 1953 in his
own publishing house, Hogarth Press. Grounded on the two situations of traditional
literati and European feminism writing, this article takes Ancient Melodies as the
basis to examine the dual dialogue between traditional lyricism and modernism in
Ling Su-hua's writing: that is, the recovery and mimicry between the distractions of

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Studies, Faculty of Humanities & Social Sciences,
Southern University College. Email: kong@sc.edu.my
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female discourse in the context of traditional Chinese patriarchy and Western
modernism. On the one hand, Ling Shu-hua's Ancient Melodies restores traditional
lyricism in the form of mothers and "wives" in memory; among them, the narrator
uses childhood memories and a little girl's perspective to express aesthetic
synaesthesia or "punctum" from the internalized aesthetic lyricism to resonate with
readers in the English-speaking world outside China, and realistically presents a
woman in the early Republic of China, and her growth of self-consciousness. On the
other hand, Ancient Melodies takes the similarity of "music" and intends to us time
and space in music to clearly connect the time of narration and space of painting.
This reflects the common emotional awareness between her and the women in the
text, transcending the traditional and modern boundaries purely conveys the spirit of
art internalization.

Keyword: Ling Shu-hua Ancient Melodies recovery and mimicry
synaesthesia
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After I studied Chuang Tze, I began to be able to see beauty in things without
form and colour. I could see my dreams in daylight. I used to sit for hours and hours
thinking of ideas that had never occurred to me before. I talked less to my mother
and my sister. My father was away, though sometimes I wished I could talk to him,
because I remembered he was interested in something that was similar to what I was
thinking at this time.®
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fii (5HUZG) KEg, ¥ BRAERARFRESR RS #—0, F
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Hua. Ancient Melodies. The Hogarth Press London (2nd Impression), 1969, pp. 238-239, %44 DA
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TR (P KT S Y A R, baMis TR, EFRWEIR, SiliA
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Wade) , k. PEFE 1994, T 303-304.



13

14
15

CE#D) — PMRE L FCIZmiE LT

FOFR, ETERER, RAT LRz H &R T — A%
%, REIM, LEA "

REE R LR AR —BA. BRIER®SEER, PrigmfERBR. mi
LR HAT B ZAREIESS, EAN BRI HE R ARG, JTHEE
i, LA AR AN R T AL e AT o AR+ 2 LUR 2 10 S8 3 i R
5 W A AR ACSCBIER RS SRR AT BL “R i — M gerF
5 R AT IA BIRETBUE GeAT I (M R S CRRYEVE IR FXFEIR SR, FTLL TR
H 7T m SRR R IBE R o A6 ChERLIRD MR IE:

Fhuby @it £ F S A B —4F, KRANVEHS P AL E W
EFK, EACHKARTREARFHG A K XMBHF LK
A%, EERMH “Tair” |, AR AANRAL “RB” | CHFE
JUo “dit4n” A ERERLERG; AR5 —F @A, XLA
— R R . AR A — % BB I AT B 4G R R
EMNABE— 53 FRRGTE, EAFERL LAlE—%F 5
LSRR BB A 40 R AR, R AR AR P EA K A A
EHL? "

H AP SR AR BUT S 20 BR b2 G b @ R 2R,
HIZANHBORAL G EANEMMLEIG “R7 , HEIN “R—RAEFTZ A
BEABATHFFZS” P, B HLRSBIRX R, SRR
AKGHP B R B R EORA I F T, ) 2 ANRE s IR AR Rk (3T
QIR B S E AP TAS BRAR) » A RE AR AL EAY” o WX mREH
BUERIERSCEAE, DU AEIASCH “F AR F “raig ey di#18” , 7s)
RIMAATIE AR BN FE R —— IR CEARE GBI, a2
SARIPREIATT . W UZAERY “ B RSEIxT “RARAT” AR, 1T
Plsea el s e als b, AMmibiIRs, UREMITAR EF “5€7 1
O, BHE “BERRER” o ARG HRIER R H R

HERILFRELEDE, MU %k 3 690k A5 I 2ok 4t
8 L EAER, T B EAE LA E P TR B 69 50 14 1 L AE o
38 A IRAN . AW BAGEE B ay (DSFILIBY) |, Ede i
FHr pheh) “RESEAARLFTERARE” . ERXZERMNEFIA,
AN, BAGDFZ TR KA. ZFf. ZIL. RIL, AL, )

[BIKIES R/RYEH (Ttalo Calvino) &, RIFWIE (4 F i KPR & LRI , it
IR R 1996, T 78-79.

HOETE (RAEELE) FILE, LB: #E HRE 1993, T 212,

BT (St PEDCATRISE) . T 132,



Southern University College Academic Journal, No. 15, August 2022
(BT R 85150, 20224E8 H

¥, BAYGKKBRRBE M EFLE, RILEKG=ZRAE
Toodg, MAMMARKLE, RAG Y EBKE, R kRE, 4
MM A IR X FHRE, E—WAMWEAL N X LIRLE £
8, AWLc L, HAA¥E, AEFNE, AGSEFT, XA
—NRRFEREFENG,

BAURAE ChEDLID) B iRk EXH LN BN S

PR DAILER AT RS E Eeyesi)lL, B A=A
A KB E F S, KANERK/, L aHiE, 5HE4F
RGO FE, CEREAER, EERLATFRBEARNET L
BETHFALE, LiFNA—kB X —RARGREHN, FEEETF
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wRAE CNEPLBDY BJF, W CGEBUENEEY 11, &k i 1984, T 459,
(ERtEREY JFid, W QERERE) , BN HARRF, 1960, T 260.

10



CEH) ——PMRE L FC 2 RE RS

MARABRALIEAV G IR P 1F 40, REAGRARATIE, RF
BEAROAE+ A, 25 RAANALEBIET AR, —
IR, — AR EFEAEGEI B Tk e WA a R K
KA FI £

From the daily chat of my mother’s maid with my elder sister, I
knew that I had chosen a most unfavourable time for my arrival in the
family. Although she was living in a large household of forty or fifty
people, there were only two people who knew Mother had given birth
to another baby girl. One was Chang Ma, Mother’s maid, the other was
Wang Sen, the old gateman who was sent to fetch the midwife.......
Mother would have given anything to keep the news a secret as long as
possible. With tears in her eyes she implored her maid several times. "

XEER) “H 87, bR R 2 H .

HARAETT, B RAREZIFHE—R “BEAZZH MG, &
AL, ShhBE, BEH: “—REERAT. 7 AHHE5,
LB A RBBYFEINEZT, FPOFHE AN, abEAY
o B —A, RALTW]WT .

I was considered a quiet girl, and was never sent out; but I often
went of my own accord. It seems nobody ever paid any attention to me
when I was with the grown-ups 'like a little pussy cat in the corner’;
when [ went out quietly Mother always described me as a tiny sparrow
flying around'. I was a good-natured child, perhaps because 1 was
Mother's fourth child and the tenth daughter of the family and naturally
neglected. So I got used to this neglect.?’

TVYFEARSCAEIRXFERI P AT, IR BAEASG T B IR LR “ihE” B
FMU——HNER—Fh “ariz” -

BEZwE, LA-NRB. R—F N, BXEHATEA
AR5, dFT&EH, 7R, BERLMTUHEAA. FIF2HE
ER, WRBEZT . B ZBHIFRA ACEA L, BN X
Ao R FMIFRAITRIL G oeeee

9 VRRAEE, IR CEHE-RAKTY . U039, JESCIL Su Hua. 1969, Ancient Melodies. p.67
0 RAEE, R CHE-PR) 039, JESCIL Su Hua. 1969, Ancient Melodies. p.67 -

11



Southern University College Academic Journal, No. 15, August 2022
(FETTRZ5A4R) SB1581, 2022481

There was another reason that made Mother believe firmly in fate.
When I was a year old, she had unexpectedly had a five months baby
boy. Quite hopeless and exhausted, Mother lay in bed for about three
months. Fortunately Fifth Mother often came to see her and look after
her children, as Father and Third Mother both seemed to neglect her in
her grief. When Mother got up she decided this was her fate. “Even a
brave hero or a strong man cannot overcome his fate.”?!

CERSCT R L Ndpis” AL EZRN RN, IERUEERTER S, X
St T PA22 AR E FAFTRIR . BRI

KRB ATRNCHAEE AR, ERHRBHLE, KR
HE, Bh RERFAZATHZLR. EAALR2 S, TRAK
REREEK. RTH, ifedl, RIAMNKEXET 7 X,
AN AZRART &E, RAERER, ZB—LE K, EREF
BREANAMAE CRKBE” o BT, REREET M.

I often felt unhappy when I considered that I was only a girl. I
always hesitated to talk or laugh because I was very sensitive about the
fact that I was not wanted in my family. When my father knew that I
could paint, I suddenly became his favourite child. Everyone treated me
in a different way, except my mother, Fifth Mother, and my own
sisters. They talked about the possibility of my becoming a painter as a
miracle. Third Mother called me 'great painter' in a mocking tone
whenever I saw her. I always tried to avoid meeting her when I passed
her courtyard.??

DAFEE— PRI R R BN LEZILECEM KRR, HETHXEN S, 1E
WA “BRNAL 5”7 o TSR R RHOT, ko, ik 95 R
I, BEFRRUE “ B REK EHE” WA, 5 7 ahxt 5 & & 5% A
Hlo fh “HAE X FT PIERSC, W SRR TN, R RN AT
3, KT L PAEARRERSEHME. &5 MME, A BIEERTHR. AR
HERALE——BR TN “RFBRAFLNLENENEDLT . REHE LK
aayg” .,

1938 EHUARN B, VAU 5 R U B s DO Uk DU 1o kLS 1) 2
RS 2 SCRAT AR, B A A AN E R T RS, e
AR ARV AR OIS AR AN, 3 T SR EER RIRE (— A EIE)D
(A4 Room of One's Own1929) , WAV 2 &, s RRES(E 0 “ i

2 AR, R GEFE-RAKTTY 5 BT 400 JESCIL SuHual969, Ancient Melodies. p.69.
2 ERAER, XA GRS EEY , T 124, JRSCHL Su Hual 969, Ancient Melodies. p.201
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25

26

CE#D) — PMRE L FCIZmiE LT

il B, RIRFESMEATA? 7 BERAR PG ENE S “PEX” 115
A T CTCHR Y FI5ERE . SREMME—fE: TI/E. XN
BT CATECE B () (Ancient Melodies) o

$EHENN SRR B R R E &R R AR S 6 iR Ak
REXE LM BODE, BATEATEZX AR EILMAFTAOHETLS X
£, RIRFEXALH —HF AT AR B T U E N 5 =t 52 14 DARR YN
BHEMEE, T TEREATEXNMNRE, ff (HE) ZIE R E
NAEE MR E ZmE, SECGEEAER . TR H R E o ERME
i, BB EREFIR AN E AL AT P 5 Lotk = UEARS 7, B (B BIBE
BAE R ? HRANMAEE, BEASAMATR RS KR, BHERE
75 [RIRE 9 LA P R 1) i S SR AN S 7R FEREAT 5 ZU P A 1 (IX m] RN A e RTAL
MBI: Bk —NESSNE T RPN, RE—EZWECCEM LR
R BIREAE ) , B R/RFEAER 1 (N3 WML, “BE A7 (great
charm) SEFRVFIXFEFE26, #iLIRE R UM “ A/ L e ey £” XFp
SR N AEFT I B ZARTE S Z AN TS R . WAL PR R — P L |k
E, H—MAZBEMEMN.

BWRELT-45 7 AT =i, B 226, e MR IRE I8 1
TR I TT DA e sz 474, BEBUE R 1 1St Fu L scih DL 7R 5 SR S
fife T AUBIRIAMETE S, SERCEARBIRER . NEFT1E B AN B 228 ) LS4 T
T RTE “BHIEE” B CLMHiES” . REFEEFWM =S (Lanser, Susan
Sniader) ANFEILL “ZMEiET 7 X ZAEXK S HEREL, IR E 528
HHMEMN SR LA EFNRESHRE MG, HERE AN “LH”, “WK
96717 BMERRSSTE T, HIE R — R 2 S, A IR, AL
IR B A AR B BE Y SO BUBE M L, AR R s ik fh 2% . FRAT 18N E v
DLFRIX PR A4 15 15 ) B0 A — P S 5 i Ba i Sy, B— MR

FoLAA M “HEHME” (disruptive excess) , & B
“MERAE” (mimicry) @ CHEBRR ‘AW 23, @I REE
AT HmAGEARmT (FIELREZE T “FHFAEE" 9K
£ F) REKRLHBIE, AREFEAMEMORRE. LHEF
ALk E A2 RIR (conform) , A& & “4&F” (con) B X

FRRE N CCHE—4E B - RRESEHEY , Hid e+ 288 =, &4t:
FEd s AR A 1983/3, T 59.

V. Sackville- West Introduction, Su Hual969, Ancient Melodies. p.7.

R GUXERE NN W SERE)  HEILBRE, AEE GRS
e PEPE R EBRE Y » MR L ARERREE 2007, T 242,

W RE R CCNHE—4E BT RRESEHEY il RN+ 858 =W, T 60.
7 W, V. Sackville- West Introduction, Su Hual969, Ancient Melodies. pp.7-10.
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(form) o EA “SMiET” sk T AT FA[E & Ao de & 69574
ik, AT RBILE B A 2 ER Y

LB (EBD

CEBY ERIET 1936 3 1941 FEWIE S R/RIE@E ST kTIT 6
. HAPNLZ R BB SR FER — N A R an AT RO AL B e, S2/R3E
S 47 BIRFEAE

KL LA DR R— B, KFPERNEEKNEAT LS
B E RRE, AR RS REMERLE R, HRZBERTAY
Fo RATULNBERFRE——NPELRZR AT T E2KTH—
— A TAE, e HEMRTRRAZLE EMGRGE-F, XERKIL
BRI AR KA F o AR89 3 AT B R B AR L A AARABAE A
B %, AARNEGRT, KT AEMRGH, *

RIXAE I, AR T RAEPUSRE TR IS TIXATER “ B
fB7 FERFRIRTE, Ak — BB R/RET 1941 FHKE R NIE, WARE
B T . 1947 F% ) LB B RIEH I e, RT3 AR e 4R -
ey (Vita Sackville-West 1892-1962) . iR FIAF— B PS5 4E RN L5 ) H
fl, % T YE IR ST ZHR R SR FE 1 S R FE 9N 4E- 52 /KK (Leonard Woolf 1880~
1969) , FEMAIZFEE T AR (Sussex) MIHE /R FEM R E] 17 iE LT L
EAEFha. FHOET 1953 F/EH AR AT 5 87 (Hogarth Press) Hifi
TIXEe TR —— 4 Ancient Melodies (i) o T4 R=EFTHIHEN, 1947 HL
FEIFFR RS D) 2P FAER—F, B—PNRE, BEFEYER “—8
BHEARIBE 5 PSRN, EREGEsn. ¥

WXy AR ] AU R T AR, RARERBE RA K, &L
T WAFERK, BAXAFELAL, (FEMBEREE TN, XA
PE L LE ORI HIGESIF GBS N “HE” —— R it
%, BHREZ L. KBRS TR (XEE) 55 RS B G5 H
o XS T RPN ER S A R — & EioK, 7.

753.S.2% 8% (Lanser, Susan Sniader) %, MWHIFE (RMIIAE: THERXRSHAFE) , b
B JERUR A AR 2002, 7T 13,

HRRE T CCNMHE—4EE BT RREEGEMNE) , Bl CEEN T HF =0, Ts7.
V. Sackville- West Introduction, Su Hual969, Ancient Melodies. pp.7-8

TERRET CUNHE—YEH - RRFELEE) , AL+ BB =, 71 62-
63. V. Sackville- West Introduction, Su Hual969, Ancient Melodies. pp.7-8 .
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33

CEH) ——PMRE L FC 2 RE RS

BT iR TORRRREANE RS B B (BRI, s
VU S T 1 4R, AR R b0 S 2R S RIR VIS A B s . b S8 URR S
7 ILTAE B R IR

M IR LB &R, At BRI AR, T AT AAT il
Yoo JUSFULE, B ARITE ey, REIEF KR,

At the first sight of her when she returned, I felt she was very
familiar to me, but I could not remember where I had met her. Several
years later, when I heard the news of her death, I felt very sad.*

A X —H BRI AR E L Rl G2 A () —— “fg AW 2|
UK, (B EMAE—5%, BIE TS, THERmM sz d, f£—
s 2 BB A RS R . ity B SCRE DA Al RV AR, IR ER O
SR, IRIEMEIR 2B . A IRATAT DR 5 SCRER 7 AT (RN A G SRR ZE )
B, IR CHED AT EAE IR 2 A PR 18] A J - JE PR 1 2 ] —
—WAEH KA. JEAER R PR E N AL E B 21, EEAE NG S
(B, il SRR ZE () B S A, R OESER, IRIATHEIR 2
5i.

B LA F R F AKX (Victor Zuckerkandl) 1956 £ (& &
FAE) 1R SR RN 2 (A 284 . IR e “Z AN T A, M
7S (Al ——JCH R A B R B R, A2 F A E A 69 B B Ak 8 — AR T
GRS, e—FhiiiE, IREFUIRE ZRRES, AEERERLEK, &
25 fis i AL 5 A AR R VI 2 —— &5 R RSB B il (Alfred Tomatis 1920-
2001) AR —F “fib WLJEAI”  (synaesthesia) 2, EFFJH—PMEZRN . FFi
FrzEiE], AN b7 TS, B ERE (BHED) RN IH R A AR L
WEMANDFT R sy, Wl 7R BRI aWES “dl s
(punctum) , T4 1K) EILAG

VAR 1938 G4 RREN “ AL A2 — iR R HCCEUE R /M,
1947 5B A R/R KRB AR “uBfe” , BRIl —Hohad—3F
Wiz R W AE TR B A A WLE RN, AR AR DLAR N 44 IR AR 4R
Mo XFEMSEIA BB RRAY, XA MR A8 _E I ez s BEE RS SR )
CREANT BB HEZ S RIRFEAEA BRI 1A EAA ¢ otk BRI A I E

IR, BRI (R E- R CEEY , T 117, JESCIL SuHual969, Ancient
Melodies.p.198,

AT (. PEDCAVIRISE) . T 197-198.

MEL (FESHFRUF) , 64t TR, 2000, 7109,
[i%]% - E24F (Roland Barthes) %, ®TLIEE (ME—BELHMIK) , T 86,
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Bo MR IRLG RE PG L NEEHIARINH “IRJFLE” , BB T ihE Cm
B

CAR B[] ——i2 42 G M) ——E (D it CGEED) FJL
AU SR AR R, 2l BRI DUR RS B 454
R4, (D) T\, LRGN P EAL (HER P E & o RS
— AR AR RS MR R U AR B, IR B A EAZ R R
W, JETGEFAT SR 2 8 )5 Z,  (H B R A BRI AU R I 8] A%
RO ETL IR AR, RIS )2 o R R NP AE A A A A

(—) aia,l.z‘» ﬁg&

1938 4 (RHE 27 4F) , AETEEKELIIAR s iiE, Midiz AR
FAEI P BESR AL SE BORRATT, 3 DY F dt 2 75 R U0 52 3 b AT T PR 1 i AR
IALEE? IXAMCNZ EIAERUA 2 R [ EAZI T, (A2 RS d LA
JUTAEARGE 2 AR o I I) 8 e 0 J LAV AR AE BUA rh oA« ik L2650 7
AEA — Bz I R E S TR, (HERUR A0 15 211X L T1)
IS 18] FE 4 AE RS R AR /N Aird T, [al37 46 T AR & [m] /N B A I B2 A AR I
T——REL TR PIREE, WS AR, &EEE, E5EZE
TR B S E— A B 2, TR — AN A ARATIE 310 55 N B A 14
*.

TARRUA AL B TEC T — IR B 204K 55 DN — A4 E SR 2 IN o
XA ROR R “3R” s, B AEmE B BEHRRE, HE%
RNV B A R E OFINERAEE “AFHERX—EFTR 9%, RINT &
fe XA L7 Life is a dream, he sang first; then he sang that only fools mind
very much about death) **; ZZ[NFEH HSFE RSB M LOL, FRANEISE
S ML B ) B AL DA AIE 51 AT () B8 sl L 48 3 A o 4 B K OR AR A9
ke NG R 22 NI B ARTEXFE AT b R R T A& G T 3RA e A2 it
[ o7 —— I L [X 1) 53 2 A AR SR A B R A A [T L4072 v BN s T A
AR T, XFERA B S TRATAERN “ariz” o ME N AT RIS,
X2 NI SEA TR BAR TSR Aoy B AR RIZU 7 MR,
EHi MoK HERLE, R ASBEEEMI MR . TRESRH KD
. “KE—RE IR, BILTAHERGLA, HI—RERKTF L &M
iT89E4%”  (young women with a pale thin face and a pair of bright black eyes,
walking like a willow branch shaking in the wind) ¥, #E#ET %5 I /5 F )

WA, I (B FARRAANDY , T4, FECN SuHual969, Ancient Melodies.
p-16.
W, X CEE-FARRIND , T 6. FEXH SuHual969, Ancient Melodies.
p.20,
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CE#D) — PMRE L FCIZmiE LT

A LN BT IR RB R <y R <X AE R
e R IR B R 2 gckr “IN7 .

MNP S R R S 1 %) o ARAT TR G 3 F T — 2R B[R] R 3% R —
TERALEIR—5 /2. B/BH. M/, 5/ \ERIFE, HEERE
LR MIARSE BEBAMEKEK. WmABSATH, AT, HAAH T
WS, SCNHELAT R, AR Ge 5 NI EE 5N 2 18] () 22 5 4

farey
~J o

WRE RO PR AR E LN G T ALK, BALE
B IWEHERNZ NEERP g7 (aris) , &N RIEGR IR
12 BB AR G YT F LA A RGER BRI o A — 7 T A 5 ] )
UL R AR BRI R E—— I M A 5L BESR AR E BN PSORE
KT HRERIRE . AT AR AT R M D ZERESC R EERL
AR N R AL 55—y A b S S R ) R AR LI e
IR [ g Chnist [R] g [l i) ——de W S (R 2 BESR X A I E L. “3E R S AT
X ALIF AL 4”7  (even a brave hero or a strong man cannot over come his fate)
00 RAKATEEMBTEIEE PG R “AF 3 F AT odE, RIOL,
St HZAVS R EF AL F) S haye----”  (There are many things you don’t know, Old
Man, I’'m sure, would be quite unmoved by our quarrelling...... ) T IEH AR
X NGLEERT IR 39:  “ Kok AR AT &, RITEKT, FBiEE, m&AHLE
A AT RS =G eh R 3 &y eee e BIETRREAMTLKFE. REFLER
L&, AL HRAMTRED gL, BtbFE EFIFRF2FLXARE, B
&1L A& B ARAL B Ao B, 7

I stood in front of him. His eyes were fixed on the paper and his hand was
moving the brush, but I was flying out to the front court, for all the time I still felt
that I could hear their abusive words, ...... I could only guess that Father had
something to do with it. How I wished Father would tell me whether or not he felt
sorry about their quarrel: No, he looked as if he had not felt it, his face looked as
mild and calm as it always did.*®

FEIX L85 15 A0 ) & S SR A [ 7~ B TE S HE, DUB B 3R 1 v Bl
Fto HAQUL: “IPLFRADEXTTENABGE, LaXP— %A T, 5%
RIRE H ke Tihsmil, HEABFRMGEE, RFES—, THLM, ¥4
FRHA — L A% . 7 (Those new-fashioned people certainly have missed
something as they adopt the Western way. They don’t respect character writing. You
see, character writing is the best way to make one’s heart at peace. One concentrates

WA, X ¥Rk, 740, JEIC Su Hual969, Ancient Melodies. p.69.
DA, YRR CGEE— Y . T 57. JRSCIL SuHual969, Ancient Melodies. p.93 .
IR, R GRS — N . T 59-60. JRICIL SuHual969, Ancient Melodies.
p-97.
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one’s mind on doing it, though it is easy, but it occupies one’s whole mind, for one
must use one’s eyes and hand as one is doing it. ) IR FEIA KR FHIB
S BRI BT A (PRALR A o AU WL E B otk i AIUUBCR IR AL
SRAL G I o 36 R I DU ST IH A2 35 F e i = o

""" AR —EEMBYERRETHREF. TT—5
L, BXEWEZGHT, ERGLERIEERALKNG TN 4T
WL, Mg R e KRR, R aREARXTE
WETLOH. RELBGRALLETF R, BEMED, AAZILER
BEAR RAT AANF R ITIF A, RIFAGTiR, A4 IR & BT R AN
AR FE AV, SAME O,

E—RRITAHT K, CARTRBIT K S WA A AA
FOHE, ARBAKRTEFTH, AT —HBEMH2HERE.
ELRK G, FRaTHHRLER I TG LE L, —REE
Al ERE R SR, FREEETesE, i Ka kK
fo, BRE&#EFEARAAK, REHK.

This fact made the beautiful palaces feel less mysterious.

Then I would turn my head to look at the other distant view. In the
transparent sunlight the western hills, with one fold after another
becoming lighter and lighter in the distance, seemed like a purple
crystal screen. The pinetrees and the white pagodas all contributed to
this illusion. Looking aimlessly for a long time, I had a vague feeling
that all this must have been carefully planned by someone. Such a good
arrangement of every beautiful colour, the perfect harmony, the
fineness of the day, all fascinated me. In the depth of my mind I felt
something really touched me. It was different from that simple love for
nature which I felt when I went out to the country. Viewing such
beautiful scenery on a fine day when I was by myself, I always had a
sense that [ was missing something. I would feel a longing for certain
places in my native country, where I imagined myself sitting silently on
a rock, A little bit of departed sorrow dropped gently into my heart; it
was like a pebble thrown into a pond: the smooth surface of the water
gives a tiny leap upward, and small and big circles appear suddenly one
after another and then suddenly vanish.*’

¥ WEEREE, ORI GER-—MNEY , T 61, JRICI SuHual969, Ancient Melodies. p.98.
0 REAeE, EYCHIR (CEEEELmER) 5 748, JE S SuHual969, Ancient Melodies.
pp.81-82,
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CE#D) — PMRE L FCIZmiE LT

AESICEON—BL R E B BREMMIEE: B “LBae” . “&
W7 B AP ST BRI PRI JE B R N e
A mAT SR ANNAERTRER, I H AR/ A1E —MIMEE K
—HH AL H EHEN LTRSS R ERCILEERE R O
# MR, EEGEA G ENROR, AR B S SC B TE (AR i
RUPESR e sttA], BN Ll 2 SURBLNAE ST, 188 ERE BRI &
Fo X IRIGPEERA R B SCIRSET,  TH 2R AR E e E o
B, BEMARELTREVES, M7 8 Rm” HoEE 5T
R T b Ul AR K LA RO 2 Ak i CRRdn <G RL” ANOR/NGH A0 PR
SN B T RUERRER IR, R, BT AL,
BRI — DM E (IR @A [REG:

------ REFERGRBGEH, REFCNETE, RFKE
Ao BB, —Fk, —AKBARRAAEBRE, KTH—IA
HIAKRK - RRET =R, CHkFHRBERBT - H A
g, AR E. ET—MARIES Y, RARIE T,

ENEENGERRE, B CEE) XATIE R B IRAEE AR+ TUE R
12, RACEPBOFHREE S LRt 74 “Ra” , ERRI I
2. RGEARME “IRE7 KRB REE BT 17— Mg, 1Rssh i 24
BT E I A RS, AWMERGE 2B T —F “#k7” 5
“BEJ1”

SRR AU B AR BUR B /s BE 7y, T2 T3 “we” db—
— IRRECH AR AR P LR IR T L AT S . JEHR AT, NS
MR AUE (1947 FJa BERIMB AR UL +%) il Xk
2, WMFE/N N E FRTEE PR, Aignfihsh 3 2R R

(=) (BAZERRRD WE

X FITE RE S MR SCF S, AR DR AL G A AE AT 15 1Y
HOE? LoChe LR, AEE BRI SR AT IR A R A 1 il
W7, ad BRI AE RO R B, WAL &5 ZARKH
“IR7 MESEETTLRROY “ b — AR A A FBATH R E ZSML
PRt “HEa” KSR 2R — 2356, WS R S %A, BaEan “ &7 m
B BT, T EEE R E R EAEI TR AR, A RE AR A

RHEMRE COMHE—4EH B RRFKEGEAE) R, Ao a8l =58 =
M, T 60. 7. V. Sackville- West Introduction, Su Hual969, Ancient Melodies. p.8 .
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WAEA” o XM AEEHE G SEOMNEE RIS E R Z AR
—WARAGRHIT W TN A2 AR A B o SR MR . P A X 2 KAk
AT ANF LR AT e B AR E BB AN AT EA00E, SAIES
o WEA/NLZNHERSN, BEBYHUK, 7, el
k.

BeE 2, AFE DAEASCH “TEIRRPR 7 M R i AR Fe R T
SARKER, ALGMBAIRIE R, AR ERKAR . D3
#1) R RER AT ORI AN B (R AR R S “ORRAT”
SER, LA REmEELaR b, AEhiRg, URERIIA5R
il B S UV

L EFMEESRIR: SEERNSAE “BBRKZES” Ut

f£ CGEED Ruh, BEREFR =T, RS = BT B
5 BRI SRR AT RS, BENEERERNER, HEE =
TR RER W mriaBE 7 RN R AMERUR IR G I+ T4
WIS LR, T — D2 BRI SR L P s T — ok O
) IRPEEREER “NEB” (BURERAENZ “HaAZEZR, TALE
7 UMD, JFEEIELRET il DRIESRE F R ——A 52,
FE “PHREE S5 DA WIZFERIH SR “NEL” , TERRBI L N AEA%
G R Ve R RE 2 B, A7 TR R AL RS . ART OGF
#) AN HRSHE A RGN EAISER A AR, FEFTFAET Y
RAEAR U —MIEEs, £T “d U o H BT P i -

KLHRBEITFE S, WFT—HFECLRER, B
HOFE, KRR B I — R, KR RS R
FAE AT, — AR O A K, B R T AR
B, WG R H B EIRI S, ek 2T D
FREMBA— T —b, BT OW0EE, KETFHENGD
A, REEFLFFTGRLT SRS TH—H3 104,
o 8 BB s 2R B A AW s K B T T — % A
B, B A, S, REBZACEHAT B R
BRI, ETR LT LHGE AT LA Thm, BALEE
K, WA R R A SR AR AR, ©

VA, ERE GEEY) . TS,
VA, ORI G E-REERISY , 015, JESCIL SuHual969, Ancient Melodies. p.31.
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Then Ju-lan was called in to help them roll and unroll the valuable
scrolls of pictures and calligraphy. She wore a powder-blue silk coat
and black satin trousers (in those days unmarried girls often wore
trousers). Her skin was as fresh and fair as the petal of lotus in early
morning. Her large eyes sparkled with tenderness. Her cherry-like lips,
with a perpetual smile, added more charm. Her slender figure curtsy to
the guest as old Mr. Pan introduced her as a foster daughter.

As Ju-lan helped to roll and unroll the scrolls her fingers appeared
like white orchid petals opening and closing in many enchanting forms.
The distinguished scholar unconsciously compared her rhythmic
movements to a beautiful poem he had composed one spring evening.
He could hardly take his eyes off her. This evening entertainment left a
new poem in his heart which brought back his youth of twenty years
ago, when he was longing to sing his best song to a pretty maiden. He
had seen hundreds of the charming singing-girls in the capital and many
beautiful noble ladies of the court, but he thought them no more than
artificial flowers now.

XS LA B U A o 2 F R e, DRfegi 5 AVLAT o £
NS —BER N o (EIR AT — A BRI AL A, 0 2K 22 8 sl el (14 F4R
C—FF—&7 o BATHENLEE BT

""" ARG, RENICE—B M. WIFAEY T, £
HMTETEAREL, Ab@mBLFasEE, AT
Woe —R, BEIKERFMH2AENH, AT A4, RE
BARBIHT AR,

Watching Mother silently doing her embroidery work on a fine
day is a poem left in my memory. Her fine needle went up and down
into the material which was mounted tightly on a frame; the only thing
audible was the pleasant faint sound this made, its tone in harmony with
the time and place. Once Mother asked me what colour I would like on
the shoes she would embroider for me, and tears suddenly filled my
eyes. I did not know why.*

SR A A b U 22 R AR KN, LT TR AE RS 2 T AR IR 1Y
BE RN AR, WG/ ZARKR) Rl ERIE T LT S RS SLELE
] R BR S B b B A AR 3E, T8 548 MARGIRR i 3 & 1 BOA FUERER “ IR
FORFIENEANNCRAC5Z,  “TEARIN A, IRERRE TIHK” &

MOmRUEE, RIIE CHE-REERIMSWEY 5 TT15. RS SuHual969, Ancient Melodies. p.31.
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N TR XREER, £ G R E S I R —
MOFR S 7, AR B AR ARl AR Oy A B BER AN T SR I 1 S
R — AN I o AR A FE TS

~~~~~~ BB R FEIR K, BEF IR KRERA RN K,
HRERTRMNFATRRZTFHOEEOAFSE, A, AGiL
B RO iEE R RRIE, BPERRFHALRITE, TR
EU8 . W0 B FAEFIFU, BRRFNRARAMNGNE, H—ik
T WG AE A A B de B,

Fifth Mother came to help Mother to dress her hair, and Mother
would also help her to do hers in return. I liked to watch them, because
I was interested in hearing their chat about people and all sorts of
problems which they would never talk of to their children. Sometimes
Fifth Mother would ask Mother to read some Yuh-ou, a collection of
Cantonese ballads written in poetical form, but in the colloquial
language; so unlettered people can appreciate and follow the story
while the singer tells it. My mother had a most beautiful voice when
she sang Yuh-ou. As she repeated the seven-words-aline again and
again to a simple tune, it seemed to me as if one were listening to a
flowing stream on a fine morning. One simply felt blissful to be there to
enjoy it.*

XA T R R T K B AR LR, RO AR S AEE i, A Rk

I F RGN ET O RERSRAINKH, LT R 3G E AR

BN “dodde®t” o RGHEAFEREM, MACIZH XL BARGIRVIN K

FN7 . EE A RERBOLNE S MRS, POXLE R ARES sl .
F—ME CEED PRIRI LTI, /N1 EE:

A — IR B &, SeFE D AFIREARF, T ERITAF AR T
Yoo JUSFAGE, SRITEGTN, BREEFTER. KB REH
B A, WA KAFRARFIT S, B, HRANFE,
TR RT, MR, Wb EKBAHLS, Liga ey g
Mo AT IE, FTHERR, RikLrEl R E,

At the first sight of her when she returned, I felt she was very
familiar to me, but I could not remember where I had met her. Several
years later, when I heard the news of her death, I felt very sad. I
chanced to glance at my collection of picture postcards. I suddenly

S VERAEE, MR GEEE) . T 62. RS SuHual969, Ancient Melodies. p.101 .
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realised the portrait of the Mona Lisa was like her. She had those tender
eyes, rose-like lips, and a nose pointed but the right size. The way she
stood before me was very much the same as in the picture. She was tall
and wore a blue robe the colour of a precious stone. She sat gracefully
beside me on a Chinese sofa.*

TR ASRAETS,  PLig e HUAE 2R ORI B BB 5, 2 KR
B WA BN IRAAR IS B B L AN AZRE “ IR
M CRBERGFT, DREEIN:

AL FHBREERABBFHERILRAS] T Ko BAKXEHW
AL, BATRHAEZ, AALICREFEYT LEE. Ba9IEkKHBUF
RHE, BIARE—KAER, BAEAEKRGERSL, SRS K,
KR KEFF KRR FRGITIT,

It was my Foster-Mother's tenderness and her artistic temperament
that charmed me. Being the fourth child of my mother and the tenth
daughter of the family, I was naturally neglected. I cannot recall that I
had ever sat on mother's or father's knee. My happiest memory early
childhood was when I was ill. My mother sat on my bed to attend to
me, so that I could talk to her and look at her as much as I liked.*’

SCEREE I 2 PR AR B2 (0 “ il kiR B e A S R R IS A,
B P R AT AT, A ORI AR AR TR . hafigs S
BRHAIE GA P BUE S -

...... L BAE KW, BAKZHHRNE LT A XK
BEZFRE, RIUEH—REFEEAT FPHE, REFLZA
ERET, L¥fesiskhk. B ATHRART — S48
B, BAMAR, —AX s, ZAFTH. XFLREMER, HT
RFFPHE, BRAEFARLSHT . REAEA—RGKELHEHM. &
LABRARREORT, BEQOEHR, —RETORNEALTLE
REMARAT, HAFF AL,

...... my Foster-Mother took me to fly kites on a field of open
ground outside the City Wall of Peking. ...... The spring winds in
Peking are sometimes very violent. Once I remember that I could
hardly hold the string, the kite suddenly became very heavy and almost
lifted me up. I felt as if I were a fish and were caught on a line. I

° AR, BRI CCREY T 122, JRSCUL Su Hual969, Ancient Melodies. p.198 .
TOREE, ORI CEB R UEEY , T 124, JESCH Su Hual969, Ancient Melodies. p.201.
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screamed loudly - not because I was frightened, but from excitement
and joy. My Foster-Mother came and embraced me. She took the kite,
then she let it go upward, higher than I could. I sat on a rock to watch
her. A beautiful picture of a kite flying always appears in my mind
when I am on an open plain, when the sky is blue and the grass is
yellow. I miss my Foster-Mother terribly.*

------ o 2 H B —FE A (AR ) e R
BAMAE T, LR TRRE A, WA EEFALR D
%, ERFEEY, GABA, GBELRL— KRR
£, R AMAKRE A AT ROAh, RBEAE, RAHHAR
T,

...... Then I asked her to sing me the 'Yang Kwan' a farewell
song...... strong emotion is always beyond words, I think. ...... My
Foster-Mother had a very beautiful voice. She spoke Mandarin with the
accent of Shang-Tung Province. Her voice was low and pleasant and
always fascinated me. It was as lovely as a stream murmuring on a
summer night, or the sound of a gentle breeze blowing through a
bamboo grove on a spring morning. When she finished the song, I
could not help weeping.*’

SCRERFIT W SLIRER, R ) TH 4 SR A A H 0 ZE 320, Hh S
YRR G, IR BRI R S A AR AR, L T N S5kt
B Gk S, RIAE /N IR B2 — Ak iR m e, A1 H LT
XA GAL RIS AN SRR M. TER I, FEPIE T IH A
, IHARHIAR SRR e L — A AR 2T B R RN
GLE 0 A AR A BT A IR, X R & TR 4 KRS Y
WAho Sl EAE-F A&, Kb, BEERT, BHFEA
The moon shone on her lovely face, its pale light brought an

unforgettable sorrow into my heart. It was in early spring, the narcissi
and the plum-trees were flowering and their scent was sweet.*°

8 ERAEE, ORI (EE R, T 127. JEICH Su Hual 969, Ancient Melodies. pp.206-
207.

O ERAEE, ORI (EE R, T 128. JEICHL Su Hual 969, Ancient Melodies. pp.208-
209,

O IR, AR CaE-SCSLCREY , TT 129, RS Su Hual969, Ancient Melodies. p.210.
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As with my eyes closed I listened to the wind howling outside,
sometimes far away in the distance, sometimes as near as if it were
entering the bedroom. I would imagine myself to be the hero of many
adventures. Splendid visions came to me frequently. My imagination
seemed to become bold and active with the help of the great winter
wind. Often I dreamed that I was floating on a vast sea, the waves
rising and falling as they carried my body up and down amidst the
noisy water; but I was not frightened or in despair; I felt that there was
hope in a new and strange land. Sometimes this great wind blew

25



Southern University College Academic Journal, No. 15, August 2022
(FETTRZ5A4R) SB1581, 2022481

strongly through the courtyard, blowing through the mat awnings which
shade it in summer days and were now standing bare with their wood
and bamboo frames. The long and short bamboo sticks became so many
pipes blowing out of tune which sounded like heavenly music. With
this mysterious and powerful music, I let myself be carried away by my
imagination: I could see gods and fairies sailing in the sky with their
beautiful robes flying in the wind, all coming to attend the heavenly
concert. What a joy to think I was one of them!”!

KRAREEFA R A 8], TR RN T NG BRI SO, AR
FJLL “oe g e ” AR AL R W AR AE IR (H 5 R IEAX AN H
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My bedroom had recently been arranged like a real studio. All the
furniture had been selected by Father. There were windows on two
sides. One was facing a large purple wistaria, now in full bloom. The
sweet smell was blown into one's nostrils, until one almost felt one had
eaten the flowers. The other window was facing the lilac trees. The tiny
white and lavender flowers looked charming in the sunlight; their smell,
sometimes sweet, sometimes bitter, made me think of some plays I had
seen at the theatre; the more one smelt it the more one liked its
fragrance. Before the wistaria window was a long black lacquer table
for my desk. Its lacquer was smooth and bright. One could see the
reflection of the wistaria flowers beautifully in it. I often did character

SU AU, IR CFH-5F—E2miE) , T 46-47. JEC I SuHual969, Ancient Melodies.
pp-78-79.
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writing on that table. A large red lacquer table was in front of the lilac
window. The best red lacquer in Peking was something words cannot
describe; it was not like some red paint which makes one's eyes sore if
one looks at it for long. A painter of experience might perhaps mix red,
blue, and bright brown; then this colour would come out like the red
lacquer we make in Peking. This was a kind of red which gave one a
feeling of superb beauty rather than charm or prettiness. It went well
with black or unpainted furniture; one did not feel it out of place. If it
were put among lacquered furniture of many colours, it stood out in its
own colour. (My father's idea of this red lacquer; I agreed with him
then and still agree with him.) A large square stool matched the red
table. It was higher than the chairs, just right for a young girl to sit on
and do her painting.>
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While I was waiting, I looked round the room. The furniture was
all made of red wood, but the carving was not as elaborate as in our
house. The cushions and table and chair covers were thick blue or

2 BRAERE, OB GEH-—M/NEY , W59, JRICIL SuHual969, Ancient Melodies. p.96.
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purple Hanchao silk with no embroidery. The window curtains were
light yellow gauze. The sun was now shining into the room; its heat
made the narcissi smell sweet. To grow narcissi was an art in the old
days. The narcissi were grown in a pot with water, and pebbles of all
kinds were selected and laid in it. From a narcissi pot one could judge
the taste of the owner, because the selection of the pot and the pebbles
would show it.

A long, wide redwood table was before the window. On it were
two large square marble pots; one had narcissi on it, the other a small,
beautifully shaped pine-tree arranged amidst rocks as on a real
mountain-side.*?

ZAE—Aasla], AR BN SR A N PR U AN A AR B R
ZI SR T B 1 e 1 Il R o Al — P A O B LR AR IR
g WA E U

REEAA], JUHGR LN KT ARl Tl SR 2R T AR R A AR
O EHER, #EANRBRTEAMERAME, “MILER” I EERE, iEA
SERE— S JCHBR o 7 RO ELASCE 2 . D2 NTIR B = A>3 [a] 1k
rEES 0, GOSN DU B SRR R AR S R SRS 1 R, 2R
WL WG BRI, b ELTSORE) A E RS AR 0 B .

gk

G HERBUEILEAR, BUOSIERE MER, nRER v i i ie
FHINNIBARGE AR NER . M ANFHEER GEED . WOGENEE
AN BRBUEFE. X ASOR, ik B sent 2 5w DA B 2R 144 1
(K2 TPEAT 22 IS, E— AR R S TP SR I M A AEFT S, XA ARR
FRANGE Fe /R IR B bk /B 7. GBS RBY), E85 B
AR B REAL YAt S oy “dE” , & AR SR 20
AL R . PRI sE, ikEE i CRED Rz BT,
M B RAERIAE GO NS B RIE AR SC B S PR B B SRR, A LAt AR
SRR, A B SRR RO R, i AZI 2R i W 0 2 B R i A
6], BU LR 2 R A ORI LSO =, M OIS
DA AR XA SR A E, AN R AR R, A
BRI PNAFRER . i CGh#D B SRR TR

EAERE, ORI (R SRR 5 T 121, JRSC I Su Hual969, Ancient Melodies. pp.197-
198,

28



CE#D) — PMRE L FCIZmiE LT

BUER A, AR DEIR KDL, RANH SR AT AR, ek Al
A, ABRERIEON TR A B AR, CGEE) NEFERZARA
W, AN ORAER,  BCE B R RS —— & T RE R IITE -

29






Special Part

The Belt & Road Initiative (BRI):
Maritime Silk Road International
Academic Conference

AW .

T

g | 22 8 2 B 1 R s AR 2







MR SERERIBE RFEFZLEE 60-90
FEREFEFEREIBEZARZRIEL

ez

WE

g (RAMERD M4 T AR, R REET.
MRS S G 3R A B E R R G MR, e (LR BB RE R 60—
90 FAR——H IR D PR R I ——Hr DRI A EE B/ AR AR i s
B il. S2oikAtr (ERAKID m, KIRS5EHEL%, JHRI%.
ZTARBR IS AMUAE R BE B AR EH, b, e TX 2IRMBLA . B2
AR AR IVE R 60 FEAUN LA BURAE bl 2 07 A 30 A >0 52 i EIs BN g, {H
FERHNREHFIXTENR, U —CZ T 90 NP EEE LR, Lk
HOC A QIE LA o — 2

REgE: f2mE o BE

F T R A S B SCR VT B jylok@sc.edu.my

33



Southern University College Academic Journal, No. 15, August 2022
(FETTRZ5A4R) SB1581, 2022481

Pipa Art Exchange between
MalaysiaSingapore and China in 1960s
Reveals From Du-zhong and Tong-nuan’s
Writing

Lok Jun Yan™

Abstract

Tong Nuan (Tor Kok Choon), who is a famous Singaporean poet cum author
Tong Nuan (Tor Kok Choon), is also well known as an excellent amateur Pipa
player. He once expressed the reasons and the experiences of learning the instrument
through his literary works. The clues extended from his writing can reflect the actual
situation of Pipa/Chinese music among Singaporean and Malaysian folks between
1960s to 90s — which is also the era of the development of local Chinese music (Hua
Yue). Influenced by his elder brother Du Zhong, Tong Nuan began to learn Pipa and
attached to the instrument. However, Du Zhong’s influences on Tong Nuan were not
only his enthusiasm toward Pipa and its skills, but also his thinking about the
relationship among arts, politics, and the times. Due to the political sensitivity in
1960s, the brothers encounter difficulties in their lives, especially along the way of
learning Pipa. However, Tong Nuan persevered through agony and did not give up
on his passion toward arts. He successfully mastered and further pursued Pipa’s arts
with the grand masters in China on his own in 1990s. This is another feat he had
achieved other than his literary creation.

Keywords: Tong Nuan Du Zhong Pipa

sk
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Singapore Chinese Reading Choices in the
1920s - - Books and Magazines

Pang Nian Yin"

Abstract

In Singapore in the 1920s, the Chinese immigrant community was gradually
expanding, and the corresponding Chinese literary and cultural production was also
gradually developing. At that time, in addition to choosing to read Chinese daily
newspapers, many Chinese bookstores also provided many reading options. Books
and magazines from China (especially Shanghai) are in bulk. By collecting the
advertisements of Chinese bookstores published in Chinese newspapers in the
1920s, this paper can roughly reproduce the Chinese reading choices that readers in
Singapore could buy through bookstores within the period. The first part of the
article first lists and sorts out the Chinese bookstores that advertised in Chinese daily
newspaper and Chinese tabloids in the 1920s. The second part discusses the national
identity and enlightenment mentality of Chinese bookstore operators in the 1920s.
Intellectuals from southern China tried to save and change Nanyang, where the
cultural level was low, while the national identity of Chinese immigrants was almost
entirely inclined to China. The third part analyzes the Chinese reading choices
presented in the advertisements of newspapers and bookstores in the 1920s, focusing
on the books and magazines listed in the advertisements of the Commercial Press as
the main object of discussion. The last part is the conclusion.

Keyword: Singapore Reading choice Chinese Bookstores’ Advertisement
Books and magazines Commercial Press.

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Studies, Faculty of Humanities & Social Sciences,
Southern University College. Email: nypang@sc.edu.my
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The Relationship Between The Heritage of
Cheng Hoon Teng Temple Calligraphy in
Malacca and The Calligraphy Scene in
Southern Fujian

Tam Yong Huei™

Abstract

The history of Chinese calligraphy in Malaysia can be traced back to the Ming
and Qing dynasties. The Chinese, mainly from the southern Fujian region, travelled
across the ocean to Malacca and established the earliest Chinese temple in Malaysia,
the Cheng Hoon Teng Temple. It has preserved a number of valuable calligraphic
artefacts such as plaques, couplets and inscriptions dating from the early Qing
Dynasty to the 20th century. These can be divided into two categories, namely those
celebrating the benevolence of God and Buddha, and those commemorating the
achievements of the sages and highlighting the benevolence of the leaders. These
calligraphic works were mainly written by calligraphers from Zhangzhou and
Xiamen in southern Fujian, and are evidence of the overseas spread of the art of
calligraphy in Fujian. In terms of artistic style, the ink treasures at Cheng Hoon Teng
Temple are both in line with the calligraphic style of the late Ming and early Qing
dynasties, and subtly linked to the spiritual heritage of southern Fujian calligraphers
and literati such as Huang Daozou. The special significance and value of Cheng
Hoon Teng Temple will be able to bring about a good opportunity for cultural
exchange in calligraphy between China and Malaysia in the trend of the Belt and
Road.

Keyword: Calligraphy Malaysia-Chinese Culture Southern Fujian
Calligraphy Cheng Hoon Teng Temple One Belt One Road
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Rethinking the Development of Sinology
along the Maritime Silk Road

Wong Yoon Wah™

Abstract

Many studies published in the past decades have traced the development of
Sinology along the Maritime Silk Road as one of the world's oldest centres of
Chinese Studies outside China from 15th Century through to the present day. When
China’s Ming Dynasty’s Admiral Zheng He #{#1 (1371-1433) commanded the
world's mightiest fleet to Malacca seven times from 1405 and 1433, he brought
along a group of scholars who were well-trained to study the culture of Southeast
Asia. These Chinese scholars wrote travelogues and miscellaneous reports soon after
the trip. For Example, an awareness of overseas Chinese and other peoples in
Southeast Asia appeared in Ma Huan’s ¥k (Born 1400) Ying Ya Sheng Lan (i
JEMEYE) which was written in 1451. Rev. Robert Morrison (1782-1834), and Rev.
William Milne (1785-1822) established Malacca’s Anglo Chinese College in 1818.
Morrison planned to establish this school that would allow Western missionaries to
learn Oriental cultures and languages. He also hoped that the school would play a
role in introducing the East to the West and vice versa. Morrison and William Milne
translated the Old Testament together and launched an influential magazine called
Chinese Monthly Magazine (£t:{7% 4 H 4tic4%). It was the first Chinese language
newspaper or magazine in the modern sense of the world, which was run from 1815
to 1822. Morrison’s Chinese studies research interest developed in Malacca and
Southern China during his missionary assignment. He was not only a Presbyterian
preacher, but also a pioneering sinologist and lexicographer, who was considered the
"Father of Anglo-Chinese Literature". Another British James Legge (1815-1897)
served as a representative of the London Missionary Society in Malacca and Hong
Kong (1840-1873). He became the first Professor of Chinese at Oxford University
(1876-1897) when he returned to London after his trip in Malacca and Hong Kong.
These scholars inspired later imperial China’s official travellers, Western colonial
officials and local Scholars’ works which are variously called Nanyang Studies,
Overseas Chinese Studies, Southeast Chinese Studies, or Sinology.
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AT CA G AL 2 5 A e e N ah i, AT IR P EE R, ART
WAL i A s 15 N, 7

W EZBHENEEE TSR TN, FRPREPHNEERNZ 5
FEHRRN S EE S P E Sy, EER B N SF SR, X B %
BT — R SC2ERS, TER SCHUE L A B . SR e ET
REE B ERE ETEA & — Fraibe b 225, 12— B[R i T ) — i 4
BN . ESEbr EIFA T F BB S rd /g 5 K& 2 Jem, LA
JE BN B R B R R AL T R AL 5. ARSI 5010 A
KU, BRI B R UUE VI N2 S POERI S — A s, MU TR T
FEMENALHLGRS, FN R E T4 /R (John Henry Moor, 1800-
1880) 9, F{# (Willian Hunter, 1755-1812) 20iXAPEPE TN F K, H &
B E B — R K BEEF K ZEARNM o B T B2 DAL, AL BT FE v
XN — R H T8 TR 2 930, SRR Fe At iy ok s =

JE RGP LR, G TR 2 S AN AR B AR B
AR, HEEASES, Z2UISER LI NFE N ER. Sl K
PR E A Y T S EENEEL, LR R N, W
WHNE 2R, 2SI A R, WA B — AT SRR eERE, A
PN ZR IR 5T o o B b 6 FaX b bhis B PR SCib . B #E, DoX
HEtEBEE N 1818 EAIN, F] 1843 EiTfERMHE, AR D/ A 81
o BiELERK, BRNEHSEEL, K RKE. ZE4A. KD, &
. GRS b AR . K2 P BN ER B, flnE R T
(David Collie) #HiFDY+; 54 (Samuel Kidd , 1804-1843) , F1iiziR A
B RIgEEfE 1837 AR UK % B AL 2= ##% (Professor of Chinese at
University College, London) 2'; BMESHEIPEIH L. HARA R =D
JiE, BERE—APET A B KT, 22

Brian Harrison. Waiting For China: The Anglo-Chinese College at Malacca. Hong Kong: Hong Kong
University Press, 1979; S E M (AL#h (1782-1834) HIAEHFISCALIRLY , Hrndsk E 7 K
RFREWIL, 1998,

Liang Fa, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liang_Fa.

Amelia Teng. “Canadian PM Justin Trudeau a descendant of Raffles Institution's first headmaster”. The
Straits Times, https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/canadian-pm-justin-trudeau-a-descendant-of-
raffles-institutions-first-headmaster.

il CLEN S 22 st B K« 5% https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Wilson_Hunter

Samuel Kidd, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel Kidd.

SRR T NER, 78 EolBKE (NGBS eEEg) , big: E
5 R AL, 2005; Brian Harrison. Waiting For China: The Anglo-Chinese College at Malacca.
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(2D BMERIBRRCL: FEERER K51 %

1815 4F, HALibHi B FAL Bk (William Milne, 1785-1822) | %I
FTNRK (1789-1855) FE N M KIE E >k 2|4 N\ IR 1) 9% & 5 R b 5 /S o
KA N ATy NI AR K . 1810 “FLE R AET M- =47 2= El | JH
8], ZERSEEAL DAL UK . 1815 FERERBEKBBIE/SH, H Bt Ep
R ST (R RE H gdfL) o« BERFEDRIE AR, 5 R T iR
#t (Anglo-Chinese Press) & =M. J&. DRSCEIRIFT AL, 43l B A
S I ARSI ARATH AR SR T AR AR ORI HUEEL B
seREEE . R E SO PR AR R RS

LAl Y FE R P EERGE R RS, BR A TR S
file DA BE R B S A, SRR RIS ). BALibaniE, EOkl
FEREE R P BN A SR E SO RIES , ASBTE R AWk, TEOT
BB RENZ PN, JCHAE, PRI siae A Aot Bl
WROSCA S TR o AL, 2 PG5 AR AR N 51 . Sete PR A2
BTN TAE, WS, 330, SR 85— b S0kak
(AR HguetE) , FAERBBOLET N —/\—HFEEA BT 7. Sl
R EERAHIB A 2 SR (oRET) , s EDRI A fisn, —id
BE, —HhR, BERPGE. MR TR S — R R, B0 Gt
RE) 9K TR RER S,

rh [ 5 SR SOE T e R IAE oS H . B AL SR R S IR AN, il
BIGNHAA, @A) 7Rk E b oor R . Bl EAA, DALidbit R
TAEMELIITRE, TRt 2 5N, RRIFAET N+ =FAT = BRI
B, 5RO EAEE L DAL AR o 1815 FFRRBERS B SN H, 7 BhhAr]
BRI AR SC T (gt dE H geiddg) , Bk 4w, T 18154 8 H 5 H
BT, (AR H Sd L) K2 953 The Chinese Monthly Magazine [ #
HERAEEIM S HOCAFR “gtt i HENCA Chinese 4, “4H7
RI2A monthly #% H &A4T, “Sit4E” W AP magazine (FREM RIEH &
o TEwB\EHNKYE CHEE) . Bilid 5FHE (Walter Henry
Medhurst, 1796-1857) E[Vill T4kt 8 N T4 o BOU BERG . & B B2 ST
HIRRR T EEDFE RN BB BTSN, (e R A gudtE) DURE
LRGN AL RAGRIE . RICEFTT T RAIR .

(AT A icAE) X ATIYIHH E 522 5 A DO 4Bk B 510 H ST
AART, 2 SR P — AR SCHR T A 78 25 2R 3 1 v [ ARl

2 %, https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E6%A2%81%E5%8F%91 .
24 Brian Harrison. Waiting For China: The Anglo-Chinese College at Malacca.
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JEMERE . 1821 4E, BINKWIRE, (EiHasHgiH %) E1, A7
g, 7&K, B

(=) NI~ F it B B 2y 40

5 H#h (Brian Harrison) #E5 1) (S5 R EIFT: BN H LA )
(Waiting For China: The Anglo-Chinese College at Malacca) , X151y 4 5L 1E
R, X UBAPE 7 N5 TR b B EE A2 A0 S8 i@ AR 1) 5 75 AR s
HRRTTE R . R B A 4 T an P LR AR B AR P b, HERTE W
BUtf. B, “RPFRE” RFar BAES I E, ad oN HOo e E
R TR, RN IZAREE . WA EEa BN, SREERKES,
Al R BT CUHREFY ALRR. PR EENEERE
1832 B M) (R F) « BEE EEIEAMITEIT—E. Hf—H0
RNELWIAL), AWML RE . Hoh—E o R BB B E L. B
R AR IR, — RN T ) b L B 3 ) 2 SR — 503 93 B SR 2K e Rk
NIRRT o XAFERTESG 2R REFIR KR dt55 2y
XEEB I EACRE CUHRT) , R H SRR E T E 23 75 4 1) B AER
o WRRBIXABERFENLTFEFH, 51K T TANERRFRER R, K
A EWMFHA R4, e to8FE (1836 42D T Motk ai 55 %
A CHHREFY , ERZ B R Efwe” , @ 7 HERRE
RE. hHEEEFARITE, REREIZERE. JINEMEH. 1843 4,
TBEBUMNIER, RARBBGHMIE . SN, 5SHESGERT M. 2

MTETT KR S 75 R R 5 R R E a8 R, W2 DUEE5 s h
Bl N Fedim 2 BRI R . JEoRAGAh b LLAERTE A s, DL kPE S
BN o EL

(W) AFPESCATREI K EESR: DUEF R A

7S g2 BB A0S 10 5 — AN Y2 B3 . ARATTGR B P Sk 1
T, LAUEERE, BIEAA MR SENE DN LR, mEEX RN, 5
AL B CAE P E U EIER, 1819 FE5eak (IHZ) HcHilid, ED/NHH
WM. 1823 4, HFIHAXLEIFAELNHFHR, BN (MREZE) , AT HE
s AR, DALBATRR R L RE RS AP R, A EiEs
FHDBI MR SCEE (1843 ), (H L b RN A R Sy B [a] 5 - A
W, JE RN IR A

TS CONEERY B CRIGEEEY « B, B0, FHECRERIETIFR) ,  CGIrngdescifi
SEUREEY , TNk BUmBEt, 1987, T 9-20, www.fed.cuhk.edu.hk/history/doc2000/ .
EAY CIOREOLY , BFgnEEREA, BndE BiEE4, 2019, U1 338-345,
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1823 4 Ey AL adh AR 1 — 0 B DT R i (AR i) (1815
1823) , IXSEARAE /NI BTG T e i, BRI SORAER T X2 57 B2
AR G PR S o 27N RER 23 R R N AR DS, PR e S B
AT DURE X 7 ok 2 S o, BRNVERIE AR Pl (Hesei i) FifE
HI/ I, 2 B AL B TR 2SR X ISk () A v Al 45 25 AR Hofth —
PIAL P E B TR BY . 1816 PR ESC b i (=F4) o (CREE) SR
PERRESC. GALIB SRR T T E I BRI e —— (R
THLY B NE (L) BRI DOE CESRIRERTTIT R T A
HIREE SRR T, AW E g N T BRI, ST
24 (a pioneering sinologist, lexicographer, translator and considered the
"Father of Anglo-Chinese Literature") -

WAERT I YL, HAESAE 1939 FIRFESLNH, 5B EHAEERE BB
Koo JERIEEBHOTERWE, BUEKREEITEEE. BHEX I 1841 4ETHRE T
it Eau—ABE R EOAE (PEZH)  (Chinese classics)
FrE i, 1840 SFEAHIBI B N HFITME B (IRiE) , MEZEDUE, HBITHE
P

The author arrived in the East as a Missionary towards the end of
1839, and was stationed at Malacca for between three and four years:-*
in the beginning of 1840 to commence the study of the first of the
Works in the present publication.”? (1839 F/R RACIE#HFH Fip %k
AT, BILALSFTZHWHF, 1840 FRFBFHRX (T EL
#) FayE—k (iLiE) o )

AL PG AR R4y, IO, BEHE R I — AR £ K 48 A% 2 7
J7 o MBS R BT, BURBUE R AR T BRI 5 P

In this respect he was favourably situated, the charge of the
Anglo-Chinese College having devolved upon him, so that he had free
access to all the treasures in its library. He had translations and
dictionaries in abundance, and they facilitated his progress.’® (i 4t
RFBHEPRI XL, FHERXENRK, LAGGHZAPIENE
FmA, WAL EIFLEE, R T AYR, )

B CHALED (1782-1834) [MIMEHOMSCALENE) » BN LKA A SCR S A A Fell e
3, 1998, 7T 43-58.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Dictionary of the Chinese Language.

James Legge. “Preface iii”. The Chinese Classics — Volume 1: Confucian Analects, New York: Dover

Publications, 1971.
James Legge. “Preface iii”. The Chinese Classics — Volume 1: Confucian Analects.
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P Uz RO E T TH O EAE G A1 EE, IR 2850 B LT,
WA GRS, B FR, UUREFZ . BRI &KRT, SrEREE L
AMABHSE, HB T HNH, XA Z 0% 2 U SISO O T i 5
PEMIALES , A S| b [ (7R R ARG T e — N BRI, FRITS
WS E SO 50tk . SHEEEI T 5 AT, A B ES AR A E R S 5 R
Mo g REHES A S SR E LIRS, BOEBRYER—R¥E . JERiE
5 Max Muller, SEREREES AL T+ KM Sacred Books of the East (1879
and 1891) . 1876-1897 FILHE KA E RN 56 — (RN FH IR . 1897 “FFLHHE
BAEF AW, U R D RGN . BFPEEGARLE MmN, M 1861
3| 1886 E[Y 25 4E1A], ¥ (PUFB) . (HZ) ZerhE FE s, it
28 H. HEFFHEN, DEEESES. BESHZEER (FEZHR) |
GEEATHEY « (PEAZEE: FH. B SEBHETELY A (P ER S
S SRRV AR A A, 2

e
'
E =
NP : ¥ H
. 3
B

IORAONAHY,
CHINESE LANGUAGE
Wreaen paeis

DUSE ] eom| |

FE: SRl gmeE AR TR b R IR A e ST A, (TR )

DL B SN R NEE DR RFEEE SR, HERA 2
IANDUFERFE I 2, ERAFICBRA LK ITaEih 5 E 5 4% %
MR EABE TR, A &R ARt B EZSE TR, £. H
AR Z P /) (Alexander Wylie) 3, 17 CEBI1F (1867 & LAATKLE
B AL IIME R EER ) 33, KA ONSFLR R =4EFE) , e
BBRE, CRCNEAR R E N, W EERN GO pcEma)

David Hawkes. “Classical, Modern and Humane”. Essays in Chinese Literature, eds John Minford and
Siu-kit Wong, Hong Kong: Chinese University Press, 1989, pp.4-6.

James Legge, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James Legge.

HZIW ) (Alexander Wylie) , fSCHEIRE (1867 4F LA RAEILE AL H L 511% B E H
), BEAR: PRI SE AR, 2011,

B CANSALBREEEEY , big: E#EASHE, 2005.

FiHE. BT CrSDUAta) , BondE LR SR TR, 2001,
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PR La it TR 2 SR, BoR SRR I R . RR B (DAL
(1782-1834) ML BASTALF ALY w2 — A/l o 3O3R A s 4k 2 1) 18 3L
GEEF#fL L 3, i GRS ERA) B GRapimig) i
BRGSO E YR SRt A R . XA, R K. £
S S KK, AT RAAABATI Z AR BORE, eSO E R, ROz BLAE
FH s TS BAT 148 2 0T 0 R B 0 75 2 R DL B AL o

HROTAE LLAT

KPR LI
Be A EL o

-----

LI

B T

LE:ﬁiﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%@%ﬁ#ﬁ%@ﬁ%ﬂii*%ﬁ,%ﬁﬁAiﬁ%
AUk ] ) B R

(3 B NFEAL 530 AIHT 3T 8L 3

RERATEAF TR, AR, EEHBE. i, P
i (FEinsAgietE) o ERF) SRR EDyL g A, 50
VAT B R IATT E B, M, WAL RSCRIERE, Bl TS
AN, BARFEERA, ROV I—NMER, 4 DA s
At ENBORINEL IS SCARIAC- S 88T, RV 2 Bk (1 S

TR 21 AT RS 5 R R B = O S R RSO BUR
WL RSO R R R, RITESR B B SRR R, eI S S a5 2RI LUK

SLEME (DAL (1782-1834) MUMEEATCAL LY , Iy E 7 K2 R C REE RIS,
1998.

ks GEEFAEE RO e, i (HAERL) 5 GRamAmie) ), kg, &
I (FAEE . DS RERD , miE . Ea ol RS A SRR L, S
2, 2019, T 9-22.
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LR AR SCIATE AR L o 38 e [ AT R IR B = K 3R 2 R AR S
TE R SCA BRI, SN RS yE A S &5, A IRAT
5%,

AL 3Eh 55 HME - b 22 G 2 B ) 2R P SCA A Il B TE 1 R T SO AR
A8, A E RO R R E ORI R R . R A [ SO,
S E Y (PO AkER RS H R . BTCALLE SN H o (1
b 22 B ROz R N IARDCEERE A — AR E B A . IX PR AR G S
X, ZEEPEES KW R I Z ot sAE S, &Rk 5 5k vEi
SEERITHT R E S E TS BERINMAESE, 19 L heh3 B
e AR DN RS i . BEREE . B (UBY  (CHZ) , AR
ZHEBR Y S5 RE54E, FEmRE IRt @i N, s s
e NIITTER,  H ATERAT O 0 2 R B AL SR I SCERk dndE S R, A E K
DTk 7S H SR PR IR T IR 2K .

A RIEATTFRIE R EEN 7S . RE TR DEERRE SRR, £
UMM R 2 U S TR, RIEJL TR 2 R O E i . HSpEE
15 tHLPIEHSRA TR, RE2m FhE%E DTG R. S5 T
FEME YWY (14160 « WEFD (EMEMYE) (1436) , B TEMRWOBE Lk
WG = O, IR S GBS  ZFEPEE (1853-1927)  CHrnd X+
8 St (FEATIE)  (1881) EE R EE AL, HRE A R T
Fo TEHTL, FAE 1877 5, BRI BRI A2 sy, B R,
MR (FHEE) e ek RAMLET, A#E/KE L (Sir Roland
Braddell) BKC (ki semise)  (1935-41) 5 (HRE k%)  (1947-
51) BT T AT 1940 0020 AAEE SN M ESE S5 1949 F4)
S PATE SO R E 2B AT B LRSCEE N R, R 2 E R
PISCHNINERIE TR . Pt BRE R, ifdE. BrmEAsL. ¥

R FRATT 75 B G RV A 2B SR ET A . R 7. DL
W RERNFE BRI AR I, EEHE L8 ERZ 0O i R

ETmE (G FARY 200511 H 4 H: (iR RGEREISK B0 B FIERITRA “ =F17 K
%,

SEAB LN (EEEMF: FEIR. 5ESE)Y , Fmy. A\ b S5EEsEs, 2012; 0B
CHn3E 5 ok W pCER ), (RS ENER TR CEY , G B RS hER
MgmZE2s, 1967, L 71-108.
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MU, L BN IR IR KN BT 5T

A REATTFRIE B EET A . KRR DA RS e Bt 52
JotE M 2 EUE SIZI PR, PLE TR TR . Bl L 2 5t
BEZ# L, PR, HSepEE 15 O vIEEEE A R, RE/E T
HESE O G R . ERREERE T GBRERE) (14160  H#EEFERD
CEMEMYEY (14360 , 2| THERWBE R EES DR, MIREEIL
CHEs) « ZEBPEE (1853-1927) MY CHrm¥ A id) 255 R e sctk, #F
Ui, T2 R R R AT

EHE: EREER DR, BWEEIL (Ex)  FEEE G tid) - S58EE
HERSCAG, B2 SR B R FERIT AT

18 AR, KA RMGE NG S BE R AT A, HAAREGERE.
B, Ot A A i R SR RO, IR BRSO KT BRI L
OB T, A R E MR E NS . e, EORBCH S # A
ot BLEEZ 07 R A HUEARE — AR B R i i SO i A G
KD o LGS PGS R AN ROR R, O A AT, S
SNAEIL L. BREAEEINS SRR, 2RI T R
ARRATEHIE . AR iR 2 38 5 — R v 5 SIS B ARk 2
[, $R 7SR AR . X P SO AT AL S I T O L S B E
R AR, KB ML, R AL 7 A RRTEREP R . X

40 Daniel Defoe. Robinson Crusoe. London: Penguin Books, 2003.
41 RS, https:/baike.baidu.com/item/%E8%B0%A2%E6%B8%85%E9%AB%98/1835831
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—NHAER BB LG, WA R RIS O, X i 3E A SRR R
s

FH T 09 = R R A T AR R BT DO TR CORUEED” 1R A
TR VEA, HADA E PR ER 2 DL A NI . X Ul B A R 22 3]
2 IR 25 ] 22 S e A e, ANt A e S A AR R AR AN [ ) SR 38
tho B E £ BT RS — R —F . AT, @ T WS, R
17+ TR BEPESEAIL G, X —40 R T iliE s D TSRS,
E N2 G REPNi] R

MZEEPER (1853-1927 4F) X AR ZMEWR R G tid) 2,
RZ BA Y KIAA TR 250 N ARG IR, BFEIRE . NS SHBUR 4
TE R, EATHEER M. T (1887 4F) , ZEPRERELHT N
EERSHE A A, JEiRE B WS B Corng R tid) o Misc A nig
IR B BRI R N R SCE . JE R BT BN (i IE
IAFSY A AR, PR A ED TR IR DAHEED, U CNPEERY Widm. Brind sE 5
e EARZIARE ], MIERE, ME—F, BFnsgEELRER. &5
Ands, EELRFOINPHEE, Pire. KIS, N IO%E, TRk K I E 788
MGG ZEP . MRS . KT D3 A A A 2 B 0 [ 4 TR0 F 361 1R s 3 4
PRI, JCHXE IR G (B “BFR 57 ) M “Eie” (Bidnse R ve &
g E A L) DL S i R S AR T (B3R TS, IR E.
AR FCIE E S i BN i A S AR DD S S k. #

)RR, FRATT T A X AN B S RN 2 2 1 45 g WEAIF 0 5 it . X 5 1D
TE—Se PRl EEan (RS BN FE R e Y H— 55 4, YLK
EEAMENFFFCIIARSR) » % CHrOPCAmoE) “aiicik, HERNMFEER
N, EHRGW I EHRIA.

T Z0A. HFESRRKFETTA

AE 1940 FHT)G, DUFAERM G ERERRL, FoEscigd, 1 E
MIREPEE . REUA L. P H B AL 1940 FLUEE A F R
V%4> (The South Seas Society) 5 1949 4 PAE ¥ (K E 2% 4: (China

FEEE CHnsO ALY » B BvERR, 1947,

ZRPEE CHrinsoR i) , T 13-18.

AR SR, (S EDCAR TR SCE) B — 5% 4, Gt hESCERE
iR, 1967,

Wang Gengwu. “The Future of Overseas Chinese Studies ”. Don’t Leave Home: Migration and the
Chinese, Times Academic Press, 2001, pp.277-295.

FitE. MREEm CHr DR .
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Society) I ZETIGISL. FiE 2R E RSN WAGIER .. FatkE. BE
FAL BRRRUE. T IEIERA AR, B E A EE AT B ST A
Y FEATTNT SRR CHEFEE . BN FEEEG R T 25T
FIVERT AL AREEHATFL . DR SR AR EARI R, ESi L2k
EF & A e AP

IR AT G R BRI SR E R R NES, X EENS
FEMFTIRE . UM (1905-1981) Ui “FVEME TELE R0 NBE Kie — 1 1ok
e, ABAETE T NBIHR A, HOE PR T 2 NI —ANERTT” o SR
ST RT GRS TR (VAR REHRPERE, 28%E, W
SEMNFE A R R R, 40 1940 % or 5 CREVEFR) 1Y
KAFESE: “fAwaEhESEFECK, KBIRHFEci” o BIE
CRAVE2AARDY REBMILSC, WMRRBEEN (BEEm SR EZEE) - EHaiE
(1892-1970) (KRGt 5EMFmMEE) - ot (ZFE KRB FEES) |
(RHRNTUEES) 5. YHEFEER, MWWIHFE, (aEm) siah
DT F IO R R, SO T A O, X R IRYE AL
B9, 2010 4 12 A, FVESESHOL 70 FE, et R T (Ve
WEoe: B, BURSRE) , B4 7B s k. BT D E e
FVETT A R R, XAEERSE,

otk (RS2 R SHERR) , T (b5 Exxfigde) , G4t Mg
45, 1968, T 1.

Vot (HAHRIMEEITTT » WEfE, ka3 g CEFLRE) . 61 ETHRE,
1980,

CRAPEAARPT I IR R — 31D SOz AL T R4S, S5 0% ALk
https://www.southseassociety.sg/ -

FEVEM (FEENTT: BB, BURERE) , B 5t 2012.
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| CHINA SOCITY |
L L

seisat I, &, ANNUAL 1353

THE ROUTE SBAS ZQOEETY

—

LIEI W B B A A

B PESCFERE 1949 007 BH iy 4 E %4> (The China Society of
Singapore) , Fopl G 3 EAHT NS AR 4 52 S C A SR AR KR
MENL. HEEREANG: 4% (Lee Siow Mong) . TAHEHE . HEH. 7k
NE. RE. PR, ERIGE. B ESKNAK (Lim Boon Keng,
1869-1957) , AR F Corinyh B %% %4 ) (The Annual of China
Society ) , FERFIEILIRIL, KEFHITPEMEL, FAHREER: “ﬁb
WA ST EP S TR, #UEAS %, LRI, AT sk,

SUMT /T A N S50 FE I o O CBVEARD) . BOIYIE SR B A2
i_qj.'?ﬁ‘jﬁf—iit, KW E R KAE R CHrndrh B 22 1) T
1949 SE£4, WaGHAR), AR, Pk, e, T 2lE. B8
AEE Y_WEJJ# ESCERN L T e S A e N A YT, K
7 —AEH . TR DAEESORIR P DU RRAE . 1B ERER. HFHcE
ANANRZ, FECRIRE HIRARR, 4% , E.C.S. Atkin, Cheng Hui
Ming (A B B ) , Jou Bien Ming ( J& ¥ 8] ) , Alan Elliott, Kenneth
Robinson, Tan Ee Leong %%, 2

HSL R 1877 AEWGM 7 AE T I3 oL E R WM 22 2 5325 (Royal
Asiatic Society) o 353 4ME Z BRI 2% 40 B 45 /K § 1 (Sir Roland Braddell,

SU S [E %2/ Mk https://chinasocietysingapore.org/

2 The China Society, Singapore, https://chinasocietysingapore.org/.

33 The Malaysian Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society (1877), Z7% https://royalasiaticsociety.org/about-
us/o
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1880-1966) , Z 5%tk CHrindmEsL) >, oz oe) 5545, il
H{# 4 (Dr. Paul Wheatley, 1921-1999) A (k2 5 Hy 3 24 i s #F
) o ST A FE AR B W SRR A B (Rt B R) 5 (kW
WD) SR EARRR. BREHERME Z, WHEK (Victor
Purcell, 1896-1965) #£5 (H>kiIL4AN) (The Chinese in Malaya) %7, (7}
BIEZ2% N) (The Chinese in Southeast Asia) , ¥ MWFH FCHUBUR W 5 43 HT 4
NALEE, WAERE. BRAIWAGEZM, >

TX 2 R P 7 27 5 1) 3 0 A SR B B S I At R DO T B R .
SRFEMBE, BAHEAZ 0 S ZIeiESCRE I 5OEF, DaE At T
fil BT 2 F B AR O . ©°

- LK L& NFrR ST
Journal of 52 3
SOUTHEAST ASIAN bl Y
STUDIES L : SJ Y

1€ ASIAN i
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The Political Economy of China’s Arctic
Polar Silk Road:

Tai Wei LIM"

Abstract

The People's Republic of China (PRC) has an intention to pave a Polar Silk
Road to play a bigger role in the political economic transformation of the Arctic and
Antarctic regions. This was officially inked in the newly-unfurled 2021-2025 Five
Year Plan (FYP) in March 2021. FYPs are planning mechanism in place since the
founding of China in 1949, which is a legacy of its socialist origins in the command
economy. China appears to be focusing on practically harnessing resources from the
polar region while cooperating with friendly powers like Russia. It would also seek
to protect and exploit its interests and rights perceived within its strategic
worldview. Minerals and shipping routes that involve icebreakers and ice-free ports
are within this purview.

Like other Arctic council members, China is aware of the opportunities that
open up in formerly icy Tundra regions due to the melting of ice caps as a result of
climate change. Northeast Asian powers like Russian Far East, China and Japan
have already experimented with the arctic shipping routes that makes logistical
distances shorter between Western Europe and East Asia. Rising technology power
from China intends to utilize technologies like satellites to keep tabs on the ships
plying through these routes and also observe changes in maritime ice formations in
the Arctic. The polar routes are not without its critics, including environmentalists.
Technology may also be part of the solution. Deploying area studies, political
economy, political science, international relations, history and other lens, this
writing is multidisciplinary in its perspective and carries out interpretive work on
this cutting-edge development in China’s silk road series of outreach. The polar silk
road could potentially form a third maritime network for Chinese trade.

Keywords: Arctic Silk Road China Polar shipping

This writing is derived from a small section of the author’s publication on maritime silk road handbook.
Senior Research Fellow adj. National University of Singapore (NUS) East Asian Institute (EAI).
Associate and Lecturer Singapore University of Social Sciences. Email : limtaiwei2009@gmail.com
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The Political Economy of China’s Arctic Polar Silk Road

Introduction

The polar region had always fascinated explorers, traders and adventurers. The
Portuguese explorer Gaspar Corte-Real reached Greenland in 1500 and delivered
about 60 slaves captured in Newfoundland in a second trip before vanishing into the
Arctic waters.? For centuries, like the Europeans, China is keen to have multiple
routes for its sea lanes and overland routes of communication and trade, looking at
exploiting all trade routes that have less geopolitical competition and less exposed to
hostilities from other competitive naval powers than the current established maritime
silk route (MSR).? China itself traversed the Maritime Silk Road (MSR) and
dominated it during the early period of the Ming dynasty in the 1400s. Throughout
world history, the maritime silk road (MSR)’s bottleneck straits are dominated by
other big powers and, even in the best of times, they are prone to geopolitical,
security, economic and political challenges outside China’s sovereign control. In the
Industrial Age, European trawlers mapped out the fish-rich (especially cod) Grand
Banks in North Atlantic and, amongst them, the English fishermen named their
fishing grounds Frobisher Bay and Davis Straits while one of them discovered
Hudson Bay for the British and Albany for the Dutch.* In addition to establishing
presence on the Hudson Bay area, the English sailors navigated near the Arctic
Circle and started a lucrative business in fish seafood and furs, continuing further in
the north-easternly direction to Russia while competing with the Portuguese round
the Cape of Good Hope to India.’

China’s historical sea lanes of communication and trade (SLOCs) to Western
Europe/European Union (EU) went through the Suez Canal while SLOCs reaching
the eastern US go through the Panama Canal. To reach other parts of the maritime
trading world, China’s maritime fleet also must also go through the bottlenecks of
the Straits of Malacca, Lombok, Bali, Miyako and Somalian coast.® As the polar ice
caps melt, it opens up a new route through northern Europe for ships to go through a
shorter route from northeast Asia to Europe. A new sea route has emerged due to
climate change and the melting polar caps ---- the Arctic route. The growth of the

Hayes, Carlton J.H.. Medieval and Early Modern Times. New York and London: MacMillan and
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polar silk road is capturing the attention of great powers. Global warming is
hastening the ability of different countries to access the Arctic region for merchant
marine trade. In 2017, the number of cargoes shipped through the Northeast Passage
has accelerated by more than ten times since 2013.” The polar silk road offers the
opportunity for a shorter route between the major Northeast Asian trading entities.
Russians and Northeast Asian stakeholders are not the only ones that can benefit
from the emergence of the polar routes. The new shipping routes can also potentially
improve the declining economy of the U.S. eastern seaboard and northern European
cities.®

The Arctic sea route has a component known as the North West Corridor that
connects the coastal Northeast China with the East Coast of the United States of
America. The North East Corridor links East Asia with the European maritime
cities. It runs from the East China Sea, through the Sea of Japan to Sea of Okhotsk,
Bering Straits, Northern Russia and finally into Europe via Scandinavian waters. It
can be an alternative to the geopolitically-crowded area of the Miyako Straits. The
Miyako Strait between Okinawa and Miyako Island is proximate to China’s near
seas as an access point for China’s People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) North
and East Sea Fleets to reach the Pacific Ocean. This Strait has the presence of US
Pacific Power, Russian Far East fleet and Japanese self-defence force ships.’

Since its economic reforms started in 1978, China has integrated into the world
economic order and become an international economic power that relies on maritime
and sea trade, building up the globe’s third biggest merchant marine fleet after
Panama and Liberia (whose fleets are flying these countries’ flags out of
convenience and other pragmatic economic reasons).'® Since 2016, China has
motivated its merchant marine fleet to display Chinese flags and navigate through
the Northwest Passage via the Arctic Ocean, a feat made possible due to climate
change and global warming, so as to reduce the duration needed to traverse between
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the Atlantic and Pacific oceans.!! These Arctic routes can deliver goods from east to
west within a shorter time.'? The trip from Shanghai to Hamburg via the Arctic route
is 2,800 nautical miles less than the Suez Canal route in the maritime silk road
(MSR)." There are no chokepoints and bottlenecks like the Straits of Malacca and
Suez Canal which are sometimes considered overcrowded and dangerous. This is
due to political instabilities, geopolitical rivalries, terrorism, and piracy. Deploying
area studies, political economy, political science, international relations, history and
other lens, this writing is multidisciplinary in its perspective and carries out
interpretive work on this cutting-edge development in China’s silk road series of
outreach. The polar silk road could potentially form a third maritime network for
Chinese trade.

The Northern Sea Route reduces approximately 20 days from the duration
taken by ships sailing through the maritime silk road (MSR) utilizing the time-tested
Suez Canal passage.'* COSCO Shipping has clocked in such readings when they
navigated their ships through the Arctic northeast passage (Despite of this, China’s
increasing presence has apparently worried the Arctic in terms of its potential
longitudinal security aims).!® This anxiety is found in the mass media writings in the
West. A number of voyages were successfully trialled and conducted not just by the
Chinese. In 2017, a pioneering Russian tanker traversed the northern route from
Norway to South Korea without an icebreaker companion.'® In 2018, the Tian En
became China’s inaugural freight vessel custom deliberately constructed by COSCO
Shipping specialized for navigating and transporting goods in polar Northern Sea
Route through the Arctic Polar Silk Road that connects Asia with Europe through
the Western Pacific Ocean, the west of Hokkaido, the Soy Strait, the Bering Strait
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and the Arctic Ocean.!” Traveling through the Suez Canal from Shanghai Port to
Port of Hamburg in Germany through the Northeast Passage reduces the length of
the trip by 2700 nautical mile while using the Northeast Passage from Murmansk
Russia to Shanghai will reduce the journey duration by 16 days and conserve 20%
more fuel than traversing through the conventional maritime silk route.'

The Arctic routes also carry the possibility of facilitating Northeast China’s
coastal economic development and revive its northeast dongbei rustbelt, creating
jobs for polar shipbuilding, logistics, fisheries, mining and tourist industries.'” More
recently, China has self-declared its status as an entity in the near-Arctic region.
From January 2021 onwards, China is expanding President Xi’s number one
economic initiative full name (BRI) to the Arctic by opening up shipping lanes made
possible by climate change and global warming and. In its first official Arctic policy
white paper, China encouraged companies to construct infrastructure and test
commercial voyages in Arctic shipping routes as part of a “Polar Silk Road”.?* This
is a continuation of its 2018 plan for that region. In its inaugural policy paper on the
polar region in 2018, China indicated it " hopes to work with all parties to build a
'Polar Silk Road' through developing the Arctic shipping routes” as every country's
"rights to use the Arctic shipping routes should be ensured".?!

China has incentives to build or capitalize on another global trading route.
Beijing is particularly anxious about overdependence on the Malacca Straits where
85% of China’s maritime trade traverses (it also serves as China’s links to the Indian
Ocean and South China Sea/SCS) while Panama Canal’s capacity is maxing out
even with expansion and Suez Canal’s insurance premiums are ballooning due to
piracy and the Middle Eastern conflicts.?> While some see developing the Arctic
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route as another way to access the global trade and tap into another site for
extracting natural resources, other see the melting polar caps as a global crisis since
it is flooding the coastal cities of the world. At the moment, it is still unknown if this
Arctic route can overtake the importance of the maritime silk road (MSR). China’s
biggest shipping line, China Ocean Shipping (Group) Company (COSCO), started a
navigation study of the Arctic sea routes in 2012, making eight Arctic trips in
2018.% In its maiden voyage, the Chinese cargo ship named Tian En carried 37,000
cubic meters of wind power equipment acquired by Western European EU countries
like France, the Netherlands and Sweden, which could travel more than 18 500 km
to its end customers during a trip that took more than 30 days.**

The superpowers in the world are already exerting their ownership in parts of
the Arctic region. Five powers (USA, Russia, Canada, Norway and Denmark) have a
370 km zone marked around their territories in the Arctic. Iceland and Norway are
also competitors to Russia for the future development of the Western European of
the Arctic shipping hub.? The area that is currently undisputed is being marked out
as well, especially by the Russians as their sovereign possession. Former US
President Donald Trump was also interested to purchase Greenland for Arctic Sea
Lanes access and rare earth minerals in that area as well. US has deployed nuclear
bombers in the Arctic region while North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) has
conducted large-scale fighter exercises and landed exercises, such as the Trident war
games to deter Russian approaches. To prevent conflicts in that region, some are
advocating a military and strategic dialogue to avoid accidental clashes from
happening. Russia is certainly firmly set to dominate the region. Millions of
Russians are currently living in that region. Resources are marked out for Russian
ownership as well. The United Nations Laws of the Sea is also being used as a legal
basis to determine international ownership of the Arctic maritime region. Currently,
some cooperation is being arranged at the Arctic Council, in which a rotating chair
and its members meet regularly to discuss the future of the Arctic. Climate change is
seen as a non-detrimental issue where all stakeholders can cooperate.

China’s emergence in the Arctic and polar regions. Even though China is a
non-Arctic state, it has become proactive in the polar region as an observer member
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of the Arctic Council since 2013.2° China is focused on the Arctic sea routes and
region to have a foothold in future Arctic engagements, negotiations and treaties that
can benefit their shipping lines and state-owned enterprises (SOEs) economically
(but even these are secondary to geopolitical concerns).?’ In 2018 when China
released its agenda to construct Arctic Polar Silk Route shipping lanes, the leaders
opined that global warming made shipping through the Arctic was crucial for global
trade. Therefore, China would collaborate with Russia and other Arctic countries to
lay out the polar routes.?® In 2018, China laid out its policies for the Arctic trade as a
self-defined Near Arctic State. The US Trump administration refused to recognize
the term 'near arctic state’'.

Regardless of US political reactions and/or the viability of Arctic transits,
Beijing is currently instituting moves to upgrade and promote Shanghai as the
leading premium Northeast Asian Arctic shipping hub to connect with the Chinese
ports of Qingdao, Dalian , and Hong Kong/Taiwan’s Kaohsiung as supporting
ports.?” China’s management of mega ports, its status as the globe’s third lowest-
cost container shipper reinforces the Chinese State Oceanic Administration’s vision
of the Arctic route in enabling Shanghai to become a “new Venice” and the heart of
an emerging Sinocentric East Asian maritime order.’® Likewise, the Arctic states in
Europe and the West are keen to shore up their interests in the Arctic silk road and
institutionally, China is relegated as an observer in the Arctic Council. The realists
amongst political observers view the regional rivalry over the polar regions as
attempts by regional states to shore up their national interests and sovereignty as part
of a zero sum game. There are, however, some constructivist and functionalist
cooperation as well. For example, the Chinese have set up their Arctic observation
station at the Yellow River Station in Svalbard Norway and the China-Iceland Arctic
Science Observatory at Karholl Iceland. In Kiruna Sweden, the Chinese are
operating Sweden's first China Remote Sensing Satellite. These are all bilateral joint
ventures (JV) research stations. All these research capacities contributed to China
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securing a place as an observer in the Arctic Council. In 2019, China produced its
first indigenously-built ice breaker ship known as Xue Long 2.

The People's Republic of China (PRC) has an intention to pave a Polar Silk
Road to play a bigger role in the political economic transformation of the Arctic and
Antarctic regions. This was officially inked in the newly-unfurled 2021-2025 Five
Year Plan (FYP) in March 2021. China has intentions to build a “Polar Silk Road”
by proactively and pragmatically engaging with Arctic and Antarctic regional
development its 2021-2025 Five Year Plan (FYP) and “raises its ability to
participate in the protection and utilisation of the South Pole”.>! FYPs are economic
plans to implement the Chinese Communist Party’s Politburo Standing Committee
(PSC) decisions since the founding of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in 1949
and a legacy of its socialist origins in the command economy. China appears to be
focusing on practically harnessing resources from the polar region while cooperating
with friendly Arctic powers like Russia. It would also seek to protect its perceived
interests and rights found within its strategic worldview. Minerals and shipping
routes that involve icebreakers and ice free ports are located within this worldview.

Like other Arctic council members, China is aware of the opportunities that are
opening up in formerly icy Tundra regions due to the climate change and the melting
of the ice caps. Northeast Asian powers like Russian Far East, China and Japan have
already experimented with sailing ships through the arctic clocking shorter logistical
distances between Western Europe and East Asia. In April 2016, China’s Maritime
Safety Administration published a manual indicating the optimal routes from the
North American northern coastal regions to northern Pacific. Chinese government
spokesperson Liu Pengfei noted, “Once this route is commonly used, it will directly
change global maritime transport and have a profound influence on international
trade, the world economy, capital flow and resource exploitation.”** Arctic shipping
also incurs expensive insurance costs while China would also simultaneously need
to come up with infrastructure budgets to build ports that can manage custom-made
Arctic-proof large-sized freight boats/ships to serve Arctic traffic transhipment
needs (to small sub-ports), loading and unloading goods in those facilities.*
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Mineral resources. Greenland, Russia, Canada, Norway and Alaska have
unexploited minerals and natural gas.** Historically, the polar regions’ resources
have been researched by generations of scientists. A student of Linnaeus and
botanist Anton Rolandsson Martin (1729-1785) and zoologist Sven Loven (1809-
1895) conducted modern polar research (in 1837 in the case of Loven) with Royal
Swedish Academy of Sciences funding to explore the possibility of opening up a
maritime North Pole route in addition to conducting scientific research.*® The US
National Science Foundation (NSF) collaborates with Chinese polar agencies
through a Sino-US yearly scientific dialogue on Arctic issues until May 2019 when
then Secretary of State Mike Pompeo warned, ““ [Time to face the Arctic’s strategic
challenges and that Arctic states should not focus solely on scientific
cooperation]...[as] China’s pattern of aggressive behaviour elsewhere will inform
how it treats the Arctic”.3

In October 2019, U.S. and Canadian government representatives met to talk
about a joint strategy on protecting critical minerals that could restrict China’s
mineral exploration activities in Alaska and Canada.’’

Besides scientific exploration and shipping routes, China is also keen on
precious mineral resources embedded in the polar region that can be exploited as ice
caps melt from global warming.’® Amongst the Arctic powers, Russia and Greenland
are perhaps the most welcoming to China’s presence in joint Arctic energy
exploration and extraction.”” China also envisions its northeast Arctic port hub of the
future as a processing hub for Arctic resources which can enrich Chinese Arctic
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shipping.*’ The receding frozen ice is revealing spots where extraction of resources
(oil, natural gas, rare earths, etc.) can take place. China is fast moving up in the
ranking to emerge as one of the largest mining investors in Greenland and forging a
free trade deal with Iceland.* However, the extraction of fossil fuels is worrying
advocates of the Paris climate accords. China’s overall civilian, strategic oil and
mineral demand require polar resources, Arctic maritime and air lanes, so the
Chinese leadership is leading a multi-level, multi-agency push into the region while
proliferating awareness of Arctic opportunities for the average Chinese individuals
and firms in preparation for its exertion of future rights.*?

Polar environmentalism. China’s 2018 white paper emphasized new
freight routes connecting Asia and Europe via the Arctic Northeast, Northwest and
Central Passages, which have some environmentalists concerned about the impact
on delicate polar environments.* In 2018, then Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Kong
Xuanyou told Reuters news agency that Western or global counterparts are anxious
that China wants to plunder Arctic resources or hurt the environment were
"absolutely unnecessary" despite China's enthusiasm in extracting hydrocarbons,
minerals, fishing and other commodities in the polar region along with other
countries and Arctic players. * China appears to pledge their support for
environmental concerns. The January 2021 Chinese white paper noted that China
looked into the exploitation, extraction, and processing development of oil, gas,
mineral resources, non-hydrocarbon fuels, fishing and tourism industries “jointly
with Arctic States, while respecting traditions and cultures of the Arctic residents
including the indigenous peoples and conserving natural environment”.* This is
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important as since 2014 China has become the globe’s biggest trader and oil
importer.*®

Similarly, to promote sustainable development, the Russian leadership vowed
to clean up the Arctic Region and also protect the polar bears. Russian scientists are
also keen to study ancient frozen ice to understand the terrain and geological
makeup better. China (the world's largest producer of rare earths minerals) has
moved quickly to obtain concessionary rights to rare earths in places like Greenland.
These initiatives are forerunners of what would eventually become China's 'polar
silk road' , which some suspect may eventually come under the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI). Others are less worried. Some naysayers and pessimistic maritime
and navigation specialists argue that maritime freight firms are likely to be turned
off by the unpredictable random nature of Arctic ice movements, underdeveloped
infrastructure in the polar region, comparatively shallow waters, absence of modern
maps and higher insurance premium.*’

Sino-Russian cooperation. Global climate change is increasingly making the
Northern Sea Route (NSR) ice-free as the Russians lack resources for the
infrastructure and ship fleets to ply the route without help from other countries or
their multinational corporations (MNCs).* Chinese economic power and financial
resources can make up for these deficiencies. China also declared its mission to be
construct Chinese ports at Murmansk, Sabetta, Arkhangelsk, Tiksi and Uzden as the
Russian ones are too low-tech to manage busy shipping activities or big container
volumes.* The Chinese may be convinced that Russian military protection along the
Arctic waterway makes it safer than the Suez Canal that it perceives are surrounded
by countries engaged in religious strife and unstable politics but Russians may also
have the nagging suspicions that China is keen to dominate the route.*® Russia plies

Brady, Anne-Marie. "China’s Interest in Arctic Shipping" dated January 2020 in Insight Magazine
AmCha shanghai [downloaded on 31 January 2020], available at https:/www.amcham-
shanghai.org/en/article/insight-magazine-chinas-interest-arctic-shipping

Blanchard, Ben, Clarence Fernandez/Jonathan Oatis (editors) and Reuters Staff. "China wants ships to
use faster Arctic route opened by global warming" dated 20 April 2016 in Reuters [downloaded on 20
April 2016], available at https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-arctic-idUSKCNOXHO8U

Goble, Paul. “China Helping Russia on Northern Sea Route Now but Ready to Push Moscow Aside
Later” dated 6 May 2021 in Eurasia Daily Monitor Volume: 18 Issue: 73 [downloaded on 6 May
2021], available at https://jamestown.org/program/china-helping-russia-on-northern-sea-route-now-but-
ready-to-push-moscow-aside-later/

Goble, Paul. “China Helping Russia on Northern Sea Route Now but Ready to Push Moscow Aside
Later” dated 6 May 2021 in Eurasia Daily Monitor Volume: 18 Issue: 73 [downloaded on 6 May
2021], available at https://jamestown.org/program/china-helping-russia-on-northern-sea-route-now-but-
ready-to-push-moscow-aside-later/

Goble, Paul. “China Helping Russia on Northern Sea Route Now but Ready to Push Moscow Aside
Later” dated 6 May 2021 in Eurasia Daily Monitor Volume: 18 Issue: 73 [downloaded on 6 May
2021], available at https://jamestown.org/program/china-helping-russia-on-northern-sea-route-now-but-
ready-to-push-moscow-aside-later/

130



51

52

53

54

55

The Political Economy of China’s Arctic Polar Silk Road

the Northern Sea Route (NSR) to transport bulk shipments of commodities like oil
and coal whereas the Chinese visualize the route as one that will eventually be
dominated by container traffic and have intentions to dominate that route with
construction of ports to manage such transit flows and cargo movement.’!
Superpower rivalry in Russia’s backyard. Some in the West opine that
Russia and China still have some lingering suspicions about each other. The US is
also suspicious of these two rivals. The US Arctic fleet is vigilant about moves by
the other players in the polar region even as it plans planning ways to project US
powers into the Arctic region. The Americans are also keen to offer funding for
regional players like Greenland as an alternative to the Chinese polar silk road. Both
Russia and the US are also wary of Chinese submarine presence in the Arctic region
as well. In September 2016, five People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) warships
steamed through the international Bering Sea waters off Alaska for the first time in
Chinese military navigation history.’> On the other hand, China on its part is trying
to downplay such competitive sentiments. The Chinese State Council Information
Office which is the state organ that runs the daily affairs of the state and implement
the technocratic initiatives laid down by the politburo standing committee (PSC)
stated that “China hopes to work with all parties to build a ‘Polar Silk Road’ through
developing the Arctic shipping routes.”® The narrative divide is still out there as to
whether China will seek to be patient about making incremental changes to the
current world order in areas where it cannot be about change, or whether Beijing
will be proactive in making known its interests and rights in the Arctic region.>*
Large swathes of Arctic Ocean maritime waterways are near or within
sovereign Russian territorial waters and both Russia and Canada designate these
parts of the Arctic sea routes as internal waters under Article 234 of the United
Nations Convention for the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), which gives them the rights
to place restrictions on ships that traverse these routes.>® Besides the Americans,
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Chinese and the Russians, Canada asserts ownership of most Northwest Passage
regional waters while the Chinese view expressed through the Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Hua Chunying noted Canada regarded those routes as its own
waters, but she also indicated that some other countries believed it was open to
international navigation.’® Even smaller players like Iceland has aspirations to be the
Atlantic trans-Arctic shipping hub to lure European shipping towards the upper
Northern or Transpolar route to bypass Canadian and Russian-claimed waters where
Murmansk has emerged as another competing potential hub.>’

The competitive instincts of the Arctic powers appear to be manifesting in
these geopolitical strategic moves. In Ottawa, the spokesperson for then Foreign
Minister (FM) Stephane Dion declared there is no automatic right of transit passage
in the waterways of the Northwest Passage while other Canadian opinion-makers
articulated that “We [the Canadians] welcome navigation that complies with our
rules and regulations. Canada has an unfettered right to regulate internal waters.”®
In other scenarios, some observers put forward the proposition that any tensions
between China and Russia is likely to invite the US to come in. The major powers
with interests in the Arctic region are essentially seeking the power and will to
control trade routes, the right to lay underwater pipelines, assert fishing rights,
control over sea lanes of communication (SLOCs), maritime access (to Arctic states
like Greenland and Iceland), underwater mineral extraction rights, scientific research
rights, installing underwater cables for communication, etc. The fact that the Arctic
maritime region is rich in fossil fuels like oil and natural gas may bring about a
resource curse or a commodities boom to the region.

Russia sees the Arctic region as a means for its eventual economic revival as a
great power and will be vigilant to ensure continued Chinese reliance on its
facilities, technologies and geopolitical support, especially since China is located
further away from the Arctic region. For the Russians, the linkage between
Rotterdam (a prominent port city in Western Europe, presumably at one of the
furthest Western ends of the Arctic Route) and Yokohama (a major port city in
Japan) is much shorter through the Arctic Route than through the traditional
maritime silk road. Russia hopes to build up its fleet of conventional and nuclear-
powered icebreakers. The Arctic Northern route is the most used route in the polar
region and the Russian government makes it mandatory for all ships plying through
to be led by a Russian ice breaker in a convoy formation (some in the West and
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China consider the expensive convoy costs and the procedure to be burdensome).*
The Russians have also built a three-leafed clover-shaped base (Northern Clover
Base) in the New Siberian Islands. Some argue that Russia is playing for time to
prevent Chinese or Western domination of the Arctic route and therefore guards its
interests (endangered by a financially-strapped Russian shipbuilding industry)
carefully to ensure that Russian ice breaker construction does not get left behind,
superseded or slow down. Using nuclear-powered icebreakers, the Arctic Northern
sea route can be open for trade and commerce for several months of the year, the
route would be available for use for three to four months of the year, while the
Northern Sea and Transpolar routes can also be usable by merchant marine for
slightly shorter periods.®

Russian Atomic Energy Agency (Rosatom) in charge of atomic-powered
icebreakers invited bids from contractors to build their new floating icebreaker
construction dock, but no Russian shipyards participated due to the unprofitable low
budgets and Rosatom eventually gave the contract to Turkish shipbuilders.®' A
Chinese shipbuilding firm counteroffered and challenged the Turks with a better
deal, prompting Russia’s Anti-Monopoly Service to scrutinize the Chinese
challenge, a development that some Russian suspects may result in either a
successful Chinese bid, becoming a major player in Russian icebreaking
manufacturing industry or simply delaying the construction of a new generation of
Russian icebreakers. ® Since 2010, China has become the globe’s biggest
shipbuilding power.® Chinese shipbuilders have proactively reached out to regional
polar powers and states. With the inauguration of the Polar Silk Route, the
shipbuilder behind Tian En, COSCO Shipping Specialized, has linked up with nine
European Union (EU) nations plus Russia (Belgium, the Netherlands, Finland,
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Germany, the United Kingdom, Belarus, Russia, Denmark and Norway), and it has
also made contact with Japan (and its commercial entities).®*

Some observers and commentators argue that superpower or big power rivalry
will inevitably spill over to the Arctic polar regions. Some sovereignty-cautious
Russians may argue Chinese short-term assistance in the Northern Sea Route (NSR)
facilitate Chinese dominance of ice-free passages within a number of years, e.g. as
detailed in a Sovershenno Sekretno article dated 26 April 2021.° China’s Silk Road
Fund is the major investor in the Russian shipping line Marine Arctic Transport that
will provide full-year trans-Arctic shipping services.®® Both the Chinese and the
West are keen to bring down the costs associated with using the Arctic route. The
Russian ice-breaking fees (US$500,000 per trip) by its icebreaker convey may need
to go down by 25% for the Arctic sea route to become economically attractive
competitive vis-a-vis the alternatives of the Suez and Panama Canals route.®’

China’s potential involvement in the Northern Sea Route (NSR, a backyard of
Russian President Vladimir Putin) may also heighten competitive instincts with the
Russians goals and some Russians, and Western observers following this school of
thought may see Russia as a junior partner in any potential “Polar Silk Road”.®®
From Western perspectives and Russian sceptics of a Polar Silk Road, a Beijing-led
NSR (Northern Sea Route) may facilitate Chinese power projections across the
Arctic and come up to Russian interests and Western national interests.®” Chinese
Vice-Foreign Minister Kong Xuanyou tried to allay these concerns, “Some people
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may have misgivings over our participation in the development of the Arctic,
worried we may have other intentions, or that we may plunder resources or damage
the environment...I believe these kinds of concerns are absolutely unnecessary.””°
At the same time, however, in the longer term, the Western media/think tanks have
also observed that the Chinese government is also shoring up support and awareness
for its state initiatives by educating the populace on Arctic affairs, rouse patriotism
and self-confidence among youths on issues related to this region.”!

Chinese interests in ice breaker repair contracts in Russia were also under
scrutiny by Russia given its own inability in financing the NSR (Northern Sea
Route), prompting the Russians to look for more affordable means to further their
interests in the NSR.7 During the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic, China
completed two modern indigenously-built icebreakers (with a third to be launched
soon in the pipeline) and a large number of support ships).”® This hints at a future
without reliance on Russian icebreakers for escorting Chinese ships in the northern
polar waters, paring down Russian influence along the way, reducing Chinese
expenditures and making the Arctic route more attractive.” Cooperation between
Russia and China restrains the US ability to influence either one of them, but some
Western observers noted that Russia may herself search for non-Chinese allies in the
future, especially if Chinese presence in the Arctic threaten their interests,
sovereignty and territorial control.”
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China is keen to expand its interests in the polar region with a major
shareholding in Russia’s Yamal liquefied natural gas (LNG) project that can provide
China with four million tonnes of LNG annually, as declared by state-owned China
Daily (CD).”® Because of competitive instincts in Russian development of the polar
region vis-a-vis other powers, Russia also saw opportunities in working with other
major Asian powers like South Korea, India and Japan. To the Western media and
cautious Russian observers, this could reduce overreliance on Western or Chinese
investments, trade and commerce. An old friend of Russia, India, is also courted in
this context. At the Forum, Russian President Putin also urged his country’s
investors and wealthy individuals to consider investing in developing Russia’s Far
East. Tax incentives, infrastructures, state-prioritized privileges were used to entice
these investors. India provided a special credit line to develop the Russian Far East.
As part of the same Russian Far East initiative, Japan and Russia are also
collaborating on building a natural gas LNG pipeline to tap into Arctic resources.
The point was to supply these gas resources to Asia with gas tanker facilities
constructed in the Kamchatka Peninsula. By opening up the Russian Far East,
Russia is in effect trying to develop the Far Eastern end of its Northern Sea Route
vision which is based on running maritime conduits through the Arctic Route. This
route is made possible by global warming which will make it usable all year round
without frozen obstacles. The Russian concept is to use its Russian Far East to link
up with Japan and Korea and Southeast Asia (ASEAN or Association of Southeast
Asian Nations). India is using its clout to pull in Japan to support the Russian Look
East policy that has intentions to open up the Arctic Route to shorten shipping that
traditionally uses the maritime silk road. Russia is keen on attracting Indian,
Japanese and South Korean investments in this route, hedging against
overdependence on Chinese funding. Some in the West opine that the Russians are
wary of Chinese traditional claims over its Far East, including the city of
Vladivostok. Russia is compelled to work with the Chinese due to Western sanctions
over Russia for the Crimean annexation.

Concluding remarks — the Global Commons. The future of the polar silk
road may actually rest upon technological innovation making the route pliable. In
end-2020, China announced plans to position a new satellite to track shipping routes
and monitor Arctic sea ice changes in the Arctic in 2022.7" Rising tech power China
intends to utilize technologies like satellites to keep tabs on the ships plying through
these routes and also observe changes in maritime ice formations in the Arctic. The
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polar routes are not without its critics, including environmentalists. Technology may
also be part of the solution.

China, Russia and the US are keen to dominate this route in the contemporary
context. China’s diplomatic strategy is engaging vulnerable smaller Arctic states like
Iceland, Greenland, Denmark, Norway, Sweden while avoiding suspicions from
Russia, Canada and the United States. Thus, smaller players like Finland, Norway
and Denmark are shying away from picking sides between the U.S. or China and
cooperate with both powers on Arctic events and strategies.”® However, others in
Western Europe are arguing that the region should belong to all of humankind as a
common heritage. Russia has staked its claim in 2007 and has militarized that
region, starting with some Cold War bases (where some Soviet-era Gulag camps
exist).

The more altruistic amongst the stakeholders in the region ask for the Arctic
region to be considered a global good for humanity, a global space for all to
collaborate. They see it as a global right to treat the Arctic as an open sea. Other
legalists want the space to be regulated by international maritime law based on
mutually agreed treaties and agreements (i.e. international law of the sea or the polar
code). China is putting together an international coalition of like-minded countries
that will support China on important matters (including polar routes) like the Group
of 77 even as its augments relationships with non-Arctic countries that are aligned
with China’s opinions on global rights to Arctic resources, high seas and seabed
resources.”
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Belt and Road Initiatives 2021: Malaysia’s
Pandemic Prevention and Control
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Abstract

The outbreak of the pandemic, COVID-19 in Wuhan city, China during De-
cember 2019 has put the world into an emergency state where health, economic and
social issues have become major challenges for most of the countries all over the
world. China’s pandemic prevention strategies have attained tremendous success,
and it acts as a role model for many countries. Malaysian government adopted the
similar pandemic prevention as China in March 2020, which was quite a success in
the first year of pandemic prevention.

However, it started to crumble after Sabah state election on 26™ September
2020 and the removal of lockdown in November 2020. Moreover, the occurrence
and spread of virus variants such as Delta, Alpha, Beta, and Gamma are rapid, and
the virus now has become air-borne. Therefore, the daily cases of COVID-19 spikes
up to the average of 20,000 cases per day for two months now. Factors contributing
to the success and failure of the pandemic prevention strategies and control
measures in Malaysia are analysed and evaluated. A conclusion will be drawn to the
overall situations that happened in Malaysia during this pandemic period.

Keywords: COVID-19 Pandemic’s Prevention Strategy Malaysia
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Malaysia’s Pandemic Prevention and Control Strategy,
Pivotal Measures in Precarious Times

Introduction

Looking back the 20" and 21° centuries, the world and Southeast Asia have
encountered 3 influenza pandemic which are HIN1 in year 1918-1919, H2N2 in year
1957-1958, and H3N2 in year 1968, which has an estimated death of 1- 4 million
death for each pandemic (Jamal Hisham Hashim, 2021).

In the 21° century, the pandemic caused by the outbreak of HIN1 in the year
of 2009-2010 which caused a total death of 100,000 to 400,000 globally. In Malay-
sia, we have had a total 4 four encounters of influenza epidemic, which started off
with the Spanish Flu in 1918, followed by the Nipah virus in 1999, then SARS in
2003 and now with COVID-19.

COVID-19 was detected in Wuhan City, situated in Hubei Province, China on
31°" December 2019. The prevention of the spread of virus were started off by the
China’s Government and most of the countries have ever since learnt from them as
they did a great job of practicing social distancing and curbing the virus, including
Malaysia. The key factors which make Malaysia successfully curb the transmissions
in the first half of 2020 will be discussed. On the other hand, the crucial factors
which caused the failure of the prevention and control strategies and will be evaluat-
ed as well. A conclusion drawn is the exit strategy introduced by the government to
public, urging the community to learn to live with COVID-19 virus safely.

Timeline of COVID-19 outbreaks in Malaysia

The first case of COVID-19 case happened in Malaysia could be traced back to
4™ of February 2020, when a 41-year-old man returned from Singapore and started
to develop a cough and fever. The second case of COVID-19 was the close contact
of the first case, in which the 40-year-old female developed similar symptoms and
tested positive for COVID-19. However, she did not have any travel history. Only
that she was the sister of the first case of COVID-19 case in Malaysia. Hence, she
was the first local transmission case in Malaysia. On 12" of March 2020, Malaysia
had its first sporadic case of COVID-19 patient who had no travel history nor close
contact with the previous cases patient. This was considered the first wave of
COVID-19 outbreak in Malaysia from the date of 25" January to 15" February 2020,
a total of 22 cases.

The cases of COVID-19 cases grew slowly initially in March 2020 until one of
the religious gatherings took place in Sri Petaling, Kuala Lumpur, which caused a
drastic and rampant rise of daily cases. The religious event was a four-day mass
gathering with 16,000 participants from Southeast Asia. Two to three weeks after
the event, Malaysia was reported as the nation with the highest cases of COVID-19
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cases in Southeast Asia. This resulted in the second wave of outbreak started from
27™ February to 29" April 2020 with a collective case of 5949. Since some of the
participants were from other Southeast Asia countries, neighboring countries like
Singapore, Brunei, Thailand, Philippines, and Vietnam were all affected due to the
spike of COVID-19 cases.

July to September were recorded the lowest cases when it went down to two
digit per day or even single digit of cases per day. During this period, all front liners
could finally rest and take some weight off the shoulders. Unfortunately, the third
wave of COVID-19 outbreak hits Malaysia the heaviest until today. This outbreak
started off with the election Sabah on 26™ September 2020 and causes the massive
outbreak in almost all states in Malaysia during the early October 2020 with the
highest cases of 8082 in Sabah, 3357 cases in Selangor, 2853 cases in Kuala Lumpur,
and 1940 cases in Kedah from 1% of September to 19" October 2020, (The Star,
2020).

Prevention Strategies and Implementation Timeline

To curb the spread of COVID-19 virus in Malaysia, Malaysia’s government
prevention strategy and measures are based on three major principles, namely decel-
erate global infections, decelerate local infections and outbreaks, and implement
community mitigation measures. The prevention strategies and measures include
Movement Order Control (MCO), Conditional Movement Order Control (CMCO),
Enhanced Movement Order Control (EMCO), Full Movement Order Control
(FMCO) and Recovery Movement Order Control (RMCO). Movement Order Con-
trol will be renewed every two weeks based on careful review by the government
and daily positive cases recorded for all the states in Malaysia.

Movement Control Order MCO

On 16" March 2020, Malaysia’s positive COVID-19 cases raised up to three-
digit number of 533 cases and the Malaysia’s Prime Minister, Tan Sri Dato’ Haji
Mahiaddin bin Md Yasin, announced the very first Movement Control Order (MCO)
in Malaysia. The first phase of MCO lasted from 18" March to 31t March 2020, the
first trial of 14 days of social distancing to curb the spread of virus. The Movement
Control Order is imposed under the Prevention and Control of Infectious Diseases
Act 1988 and the Police Act 1967, which cover a range of activities. All religious
worship venues and non- essential business premises were ordered to close for oper-
ation and business, while essential services and businesses could operate as usual.
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Essential services and businesses including supermarkets, markets, convenience
shops or any shops which sold daily necessities and essentials. Prime Minister also
said that all sorts of mosque and religious activities would be suspended, and that
decision was made by the National Council for Islamic Religious Affairs.

Other than that, all citizens of Malaysia were also banned from travelling inter-
nationally and domestically for this period and for those Malaysians who returned
from other countries must go through screenings, health checks and self-quarantine
for 14 days. Malaysia’s borders were also closed for foreigners, and they are for-
bidden from entering Malaysia’s border. All pre- schools, primary, secondary, and
tertiary education regardless government or private were all closed mandatorily. All
government sectors were also closed except those departments which provide essen-
tial services like energy, transportation, electricity, water, sewage, telecommunica-
tions, banking, broadcast, food supply, security, pharmacies, and other essential ser-
vices. On top of that, only 1 person from each family was allowed to go out to pur-
chase food and daily necessities and 1 car can only occupied by 1 individual. Alt-
hough prevention strategies were implemented, the daily confirmed cases remained
high. Therefore, government announced that the Movement Control Order was ex-
tended for another 14 days to 14™ April 2020.

After the implementation of 4 phases of MCO (reviewed every two weeks), the
figure of COVID-19 positive cases was gradually declining in trend. Therefore, the
government started to implement Conditional Movement Control Order (CMCO) on
4" May 2020 and Recovery Movement Control Order (RMCO) on 10" June 2020
when the cases declined to a single digit daily.

After RMCO, the consequences of inter-district and interstate travel, tourism
and leisure activities were seen from the daily confirmed positive COVID-19 cases
spike up to the highest level in Malaysia where it reached 5 digit per day with its
highest 24,599 on 26" August 2021 (Hirschmann, 2021). The daily cases of
COVID-19 went uncontrollably high started on 13™ July 2021 with the number of
11,079 and continued to remain in 5 digits until 2™ October 2021 with the case of
10,915. The cases started to decline to 4 digits on 3™ October with 9066 cases until
12" October with 7276 cases. On 11" October 2021, the Prime Minister of Malay-
sia announced that interstate and inter-district travel were allowed as the number of
cases drop significantly. All recreational and tourism activities are allowed with the
strict implementation of SOPs.

Most of the Movement Control Orders are quite similar. However, some
measures are tightened in light of the severity of situation and the daily confirmed
positive cases.

143



Southern University College Academic Journal, No. 15, August 2022
(FETTRZ5A4R) SB1581, 2022481

CTTUR A
S
-
=2
R
y;,}
o
-
=
g
a
—

? A0

o g | '&x\'mww

P R T R N N e B R e B e o

&5 A \ d o 3 y ‘ o o AS N ) P at LY ot A AL AN
O o (v . o > W [\ A" o L3 PR W Y AV 3 A o v 5 ~\
X \ & ~ . " " o o o o e - o & &

Figure 1 shows that the timeline of first wave and second wave of COVID-19 outbreaks and
different prevention strategies implemented based on situational analysis.

Conditional Movement Control Order

During CMCO period, movement within the CMCO area was permitted. How-
ever, movement to other CMCO, MCO, RMCO and EMCO areas was not permitted
except getting police permission. The number of passengers permitted in a private
vehicle was according to the capacity of the vehicle. However, high risk individuals
like senior citizens and children were not encouraged to go to crowded, public, and
open areas (Sunil, 2021) (KKM, 2021).

All airports and seaports, public transport services such as LRT, MRT, ERL
Monorails, ferries, taxis, e-hailing, planes were allowed to operate. However, food
delivery services were only allowed to operate from 6am to 12am. Lastly, interstate
travel was allowed for long distance married couples with police permission and
letter (Sunil, 2021) (KKM, 2021).

Business activities like supermarkets, shopping malls, retail shops and conven-
ience shops were allowed with strict SOPs from 6am to 12am while restaurants,
street food stalls, roadside hawkers, hawker centers, food courts could only be al-
lowed to operate and provide dine in services from 6am to 12am with the strict
compliance with SOPs. All sorts of markets in terms of sizes can be operated until
midnight with the supervision of local authorities. Other than that, all sizes of gov-
ernment and private healthcare providers are allowed to operate 24 hours, while
pharmacies can only operate from 6am to 12am (Human Resources Online 2021)
(KKM, 2021).

Although many businesses could operate in the said time frame, safe social dis-
tancing measures and protocol should be practiced and flowed strictly by all busi-
ness owners and operators. The business operators must ensure and display the max-
imum number of customers can present in their business premises at one time based
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on the location’s capacity. All points of entrance should have a respective entry and
exit with at least one-meter social distancing, and hand sanitizers must be provided
at the entrance and used by the customers before entering any business location.

Moreover, all business operators were required to present a MySejahtera QR
code at the entrance to allow customers to scan before entering any business premis-
es. The scanning of MySejahtera QR before entering any premises was mandatory
for everyone in Malaysia as one of the tracking measures of the COVID-19 out-
breaks. Other than that, all body temperature of customers’ needed to be scan at the
entrance of any business premises. Customers with body temperature higher than
37.5 degree Celsius were not allowed to enter any premises. All employees, custom-
ers and suppliers were required to wear face masks in all public places (Sunil, 2021)
(KKM, 2021).

Enhanced Movement Control Order

Senior Minister Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob announced that large parts of
Selangor and Klang Valley needed to undergo Enhanced Movement Order which
was an enhanced version of Movement Control Order from 3™ to 16™ July 2021 as
part of the stricter version of prevention measures to stop the spread of the COVID-
19 virus. This decision was made after careful considerations and risk assessment by
the Health Ministry as the number of confirmed cases spiked up every single day
over the past weeks in July 2020 (Arumugam, 2021).

The prevention measures started with only one entry and exit point in EMCO
area. This entry and exit points were strictly closed where no civilians can go in or
out from the EMCO areas and these areas were 24-hour armed and monitored by
police and the military forces. All residents in EMCO areas were prohibited to leave
their residential area and there is only one person per household was allowed to go
out and purchase daily necessities within 10km radius. All residents could only
leave their home in the time frame of 8am to 8pm where exception could only be
made with police approval and emergencies. There was only one individual per ve-
hicle unless there was a patient of emergency, who needed to be taken care and drive
to hospital, may travel inter-district or interstate to seek for medical care and
COVID-19 vaccination appointments. However, work and government vehicles for
essential services could run at full capacity (KKM, 2020). In terms of public trans-
portation, all public buses, trains, taxis, e-hailing rides, and ferries could operate at
50% capacity while in taxis and e-hailing services, only one passenger was allowed
in one vehicle. However, airports and seaports were allowed to operate as usual
(KKM, 2020).

As for economic activities such as various sizes and types of food preparing
and providing operators such as hawker centers, restaurants, street food stalls, food
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trucks etc. were only allowed to operate from 8am to 8 pm daily without providing
dine-in services. Other than that, daily necessities providers such as hyper marker,
supermarket, convenience shops groceries shops and malls were only allowed to
operate from 8am to 8pm daily. Malls, supermarket and hypermarket were limited to
only shops which provide daily supplies and necessities are allowed to operate in the
time period of 8am to 8pm. While public market and permanent farmer’s markets
are allowed to operate in the time frame of 6am to 2pm, other markets such as daily
markets, morning markets, night markets and late night bazaars were not allowed to
operate at all (KKM, 2020).

Under EMCO, all sizes of hospitals, clinics and medical laboratories were al-
lowed to operate as usual. Other than that, pharmacies, veterinarians, and pet food
stores could operate in the time period of 8am to 8pm (KKM, 2020). While for pet-
rol stations, they could only operate in the time duration of 6am to 8pm except for
those in tolled highways, which are allowed to operate for 24 hours (KKM, 2020).
While for all sorts of educations, all institutions regardless private or government
needed to remain close during EMCO period. All childcare services were prohibited
to operate in this period as well (KKM, 2020). All civil workforce in essential ser-
vices was reduced to a limit of 20% and this did not include front liners and security.
For the civil servants in non-essential services sector were all required to work from
home. While for private sectors, only 60% of the workers who worked under essen-
tial services in operations and management were allowed (KKM, 2020). During
EMCO period, all main roads were closely monitored by the armed forces like po-
lice and military by setting up multiple roadblocks to ensure that citizens were only
travel within 10km radius based on their residential addresses. Any individuals or
operators who violated the above rulings would be fined under the Prevention and
Control of Infectious Diseases Act 1988. (Act 342) (KKM, 2020).

Key Successful Factors of the COVID-19 Prevention Strate-
gies and Measures in the First to Third quarter of year 2020

Before the third wave of COVID-19 hit hard on Malaysia in October 2020, Ju-
ly to September was the period with the lowest recorded positive COVID-19 cases
and lowest death rates in Southeast Asia. The crucial successful factors contribute to
the pandemic curbing and managing are: (1) advanced planning and preparation, (2)
implementation of vigorous contact tracing, (3) seamless and regular communication
from to government to citizens, as well as a (4) good cooperation and compliance by
citizens towards strict lockdown measures with stringent punishments for breach of
the law during lockdowns (Rahman, 2020).
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Advanced planning and preparation

Since the outbreaks of COVID-19 in Wuhan City, the capital of Hubei Prov-
ince in China, Malaysia’s Ministry of Health promptly has taken the proac-
tive initiative to start planning since December 2019, the same month the
COVID-19 outbreak in China. In January 2020, Ministry of Health started to
give training to approximately 12 government hospitals and online meetings
were conducted for all frontliners in Malaysia approximately twice per week
(Rahman, 2020).

Other than that, Ministry of Health (MoH) allotted Sungai Buloh Hospi-
tal, a government and public hospital located in the suburban area of Kuala
Lumpur, the capital city of Malaysia as one of the first main hospital to spe-
cifically treat COVID-19. Before the waves of COVID-19 cases hit Malaysia,
MoH have instructed some of the hospitals to empty up the ICUs and transfer
ICUs’ patients to other hospital. Most of the main hospital allotted specially
to treat COVID-19 cases was renovated in a fast pace to increase its capacity.
Some of the segments of the hospitals such as daycare centers and operating
theatres are converted into ICU beds to accommodate the increasing patients
of COVID-19 (Rahman, 2020).

By the end of January 2020, approximately 26 hospitals across Malaysia
were ready and on standby to treat COVID-19 patients. This strategy was
learned and adopted from the strategies and great work practised in Wuhan.
China’s committed dedication towards the implementation of prevention
strategies against COVID-19 virus manifested in building an emergency hos-
pital to treat COVID-19 patients in just 10 days. This left the world in awe by
just how effective in terms of execution and dedicated to cure COVID-19 pa-
tients. This measure was adopted by Malaysia to prepare our health system
before any reported case locally. Simultaneously, university labs and other
additional labs engaged themselves in a joint effort to increase the diagnostic
capacity for COVID-19 so that the test results can be accelerated (Rahman,
2020).

Moreover, from the past experiences that Malaysia has had with other infec-
tious respiratory viruses, such as Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), Mid-
dle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) and Nipah Virus, therefore, Malaysia was
proactive in having advanced planning and preparation for COVID-19 virus. There-
fore, from December 2019 to April 2020, Malaysia’s Government increased the
main hospital used to treat COVID-19 from initial 26 to 40 hospitals, screening hos-
pitals from 56 to 120 hospitals, as well as increase of ventilator machines to treat
COVID-19 patients from 526 units to 1043 units (Rahman, 2020). This was part of
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the factors why Malaysia was recorded as one of the lowest death for COVID-19
country before October 2020.

Quarantine and contact tracing

From the past experiences dealing with other infectious respiratory viruses and
learning from China’s COVID-19 pandemic prevention strategies and measures,
Malaysia hospitalized all COVID-19 patients free of charge even for foreigners.
During the first and second waves of COVID-19 in Malaysia, all individuals who
travelled to high risk country and reported close contact are hospitalized as well.
Other than that, testing for COVID-19 at government hospitals was also free of
charge and the fees are borne by the government, so that potential patients, low sala-
ry foreign workers were able to get tested to prevent and contain the possible spread-
ing to public. Effective contact tracing measures implemented including designing
an app, MySejahtera which all individuals living in Malaysia must download and
scan the QR before entering any premises so that all individuals could be traced
easily when outbreaks happened at any particular place (Khalid, 2021).

In order to curb the spread of COVID-19 virus, the government came up with
several types of Movement Order Control which includes of partial or full lock-
downs and selective preventive measures as well as recovery exit strategy (Khalid,
2021). All Malaysians who returned from abroad need to go through a 14 days quar-
antine in quarantine hotels and their health situations would be monitored and re-
ported if symptoms of COVID-19 were developed. All Malaysia’s borders were
closed and no international travel were allowed as well so that the spread of virus
could be contained. All public gatherings and meetings including government and
religious were prohibited as well (KKM, 2021).

Regular and Seamless Communication

The government played a good role in communicating with citizens by going
live on National Television twice per day at 3pm and Spm respectively to report on
the daily situational analysis and positive cases recorded by Ministry of Defence and
General Director of Ministry of Health ever since the first of lockdown in March
2020. The objective of doing so was to keep the public posted and updated on the
situation of the spread of the virus and new cases daily and also sharing of guide-
lines and updates from the government (Khalid, 2021). The government through all
platforms urge public to practise better hygiene practices such as wear face mask,
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even double face mask, face shield, wash and sanitize our hands regularly, practice
social distance of at least one meter with others and avoid close contact with others
(Chan & Bharat, 2020). Other than that, Ministry of Health also launched different
campaign like Avoid 3Cs which means avoid crowded space, confined space and
close conversation and practise the 3Ws which means wash hands regularly, wear
face mask, warning others to comply to break the COVID-19 virus chain (MoH,
2020).

DAILY VACCINATION: 289,958
(& Dose 1 (S Dose2 ]

20.5 million

Figure 2 display the daily communication images that created and published by Malaysia’s
government through various media platforms including in live streaming and social medias
to communicate and update daily COVID-19 situations in Malaysia to the public.
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Law enforcement

Malaysians were considered community who obeyed and gave high coopera-
tion and compliance when it came to compliance to all sorts of rulings when lock-
downs were implemented. It acted as a key success factor where Malaysia was able
to contain the spread of virus until September 2020. Almost all, in fact 97% of Ma-
laysians complied with the rulings for different types of Movement Order Control
from time to time (Zolkepli and Sivanandam, 2020). The compliance level in Ma-
laysia was much higher as compared to other ASEAN countries.

Strict law enforcement were being imposed such as high amount of fines and
jail terms to those who failed to comply such as failure to wear face mask in public
areas, and those who failed to do self-quarantine after returning from high risk coun-
tries or had close contact with positive cases (Chin, 2020).

The above strategies are the key successful factors which help Malaysia to de-
feat and break the chain of the spread of the COVID-19 virus and help to flatten the
curve. The blend of the said strategies made Malaysia successful in terms of con-
tained the spread of virus if compare to other countries such as European countries.

Key Factors which caused the COVID-19 Prevention Strate-
gies and Measures failed in the Fourth Quarter of 2020 to
Third Quarter of 2021

Malaysia has been seen as a successful country in combating this
COVID-19 pandemic where daily cases and deaths were reduced to zero in
September 2020. Following are the main reasons that the situation and cases
spiked uncontrollably high since October 2020 gradually from 4-digit cases
per day to 5 digit per day and reach its highest in the August 2021:

Lack of awareness

The first factor is some of the citizens in Malaysia did not take this virus
seriously where they had low awareness that this pandemic could take lives
away. Therefore, they did not wear their facemask properly, mostly did not
cover their nose until lives of closed ones were taken away and testimonials
made by the COVID-19 patients in the ICU. The government had to educate
them through various means including the launching of the 3Cs and 3Ws
campaign (Khalid, 2021), documentary of the frontlines and COVID-19 pa-
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tients, strict law enforcement such as high amount of fine and jail terms to
keep them to stay at home and have social distancing among each other.

Hygienic situations of the foreign workers’ hostel

There are numerous manufacturing industries in Malaysia which hired
hundreds of foreign workers to manufacture essential goods and product such
as medical gloves. There was a serious outbreak of COVID-19 cases in sev-
eral plant of manufacturing companies such as Top Glove Corporation Bhd, a
cooperation which manufactures medical gloves to all over the world. The
beds in the hostels were too close, and hygienic level was unsatisfactory.
Therefore, serious outbreaks happened and caused the plant to shut down and
its stock prices to plummet, and that also contributed to the spike of the daily
reported cases in Malaysia. Foreign workers were also not vaccinated as Ma-
laysia’s citizens came first when it came to vaccination. Hence, the daily re-
ported cases remained high for months. However, most of them were fully
vaccinated in October 2021 as there are many walk-in vaccination centers
available for them to ensure community safety.

COVID-19 Vaccination progression are too slow

The situation of COVID-19 went skyrocketed high as the vaccination
appointment in Malaysia only started in February 2021, prioritizing only sen-
ior citizens and frontliners and government leaders. The senior citizens grad-
ually received their appointments only in the April 2021 right after the front
liners. The types of vaccines available in Malaysia were AstraZeneca, Pfizer,
Sinovac, Moderna and others. There were also rumors that AstraZeneca vac-
cine could cause fatal side effects such as thrombus which can cause death;
hence, majority of the Malaysians possessed a passive attitude by rejecting to
get vaccination in the first place. When the cases spiked up sky high daily,
and the country ran out of vaccines for its citizens, Malaysians were anxious
and tried to grab any vaccines that were available in May 2021.

Malaysia were running low in vaccines despite 4 digits confirmed cases
per state daily, which created a panic situation in the nation because the
batches of vaccines bought are delayed in dispatchment. However, after a few
weeks, due to the good diplomatic relationship between China and Malaysia,
the Chinese Government decided to donate 500k of vaccines to Malaysia on
16" June 2021 which save Malaysia out of the hot water immediately (The
Star, 2021). Then, Japan donated 1 million doses of AstraZeneca vaccines to
Malaysia later at 1% July 2021 (The Star, 2021). While United States also do-
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nated 1 million doses of Pfizer-BioNtech vaccines on 5™ of July 2021 (The
Straits Times, 2021). With the donation of vaccines, Malaysian was able to
speed up the vaccination process with 672 vaccines centers set up all around
Malaysia (Jawatankuasa Khas Jaminan Akses Bekalan Vaksin COVID-19
(JKJAV), 2021).

All adults were required to register themselves in MySejahtera apps for
vaccination then vaccination appointment would be given batches by batches
gradually to Malaysia citizens, permanent residents, and even foreign work-
ers without any charges. The curve of daily reported cases and deaths decline
when more and more public has been fully vaccinated. On 11" of October
2021, interstate travel was finally allowed and resumed for Malaysian as
lockdowns has been implemented for countless months as 90% of adult
population has been fully vaccinated. The long awaited dine in, tourism, rec-
reational activities have all been resumed for now.

Conclusion

Malaysia was deemed as a successful country to defeat COVID-19 pandemic
until September 2020. Malaysia’s government were well-prepared when faced
COVID-19 pandemic due to the precious experiences from SARS, MERS, HIN1
and Nipah pandemic. However, COVID-19 hit Malaysia the hardest nonetheless
after October 2020 until October 2021. The daily reported cases are still remained at
4 digit daily. The key successful factors such as (1) advanced planning and prepara-
tion, (2) implementation of vigorous contact tracing, (3) seamless and regular com-
munication from to government to citizens, as well as (4) good cooperation and
compliance by citizens towards strict lockdown measures with stringent punish-
ments for breach of the law during lockdowns, which are valuable lessons and worth
imitating in combating the next pandemic in the future.

In spite of having a success in defeating the COVID-19 pandemic in the first
half of 2020, it might result in Malaysia’s economic crisis as the various lockdowns
were too long. Although it was good for breaking the COVID-19 chain and flatten
the curv, it was not favorable in terms of economic and socioeconomic aspects.
Many people lost their job, entrepreneurs had to close down their business. Many
people became depressed and suicidal because of the lockdowns, loss of loved ones,
loss of job, loss of financial sources. Malaysia’s government also implemented exit
strategies such as CMCO and RMCO to ensure that the economy can bounce back
despite the pandemic.

The pandemic has transformed our daily norms. By avoiding crowds, online
meetings and gatherings are normalized. Work and study can be in any part in the
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world if there is internet. People practise to wear face mask and sanitize hands regu-
larly in order learn to live with the virus maybe for years until the virus fully disap-
pears.

Malaysia’s government recent exit strategy is to urge the public to learn to live
with the COVID-19 virus. They have proposed 3 strategies such as targeting control
towards clusters, enhancing awareness of COVID-19 virus and strengthening com-
munity enforcement. Enhanced Movement Control Order will be implemented to-
wards the area of outbreaks and clusters for targeting control towards clusters. All
Malaysians should have high awareness towards COVID-19 virus and learn to live
with it and lastly, citizens and law enforcement work together towards a safe com-
munity. Hopefully, Malaysia can recover from this pandemic soon with fully vac-
cination communities in terms of healthcare system, economic aspects, and social
aspects.
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Southern University Academic Journal
Guideline for Submission

Southern University Academic Journal publishes articles and book reviews
annually, focusing on literature, history, geography, education, politics,
economics and social/cultural issues in Southeast Asia.

Submissions are welcomed from all scholars of the world. Do not submit
more than one manuscript at a time; submissions cannot have been
previously published (including on the internet or as part of a dissertation
or thesis). Do not include any information in the paper that would divulge
the authorship of the paper.

The review process for all submissions begins usually a month after
receipt. The deadline submission date is (15 April). The Journal’s editorial
committee will be responsible for collecting and reviewing the manuscripts
and other related matters. Authors will be notified of the decision by the
Journal’s editorial committee at the end of May. Manuscripts will be
reviewed by the editorial committee then sent anonymously to two experts
for evaluation for blind referee.

The Journal is a Chinese language international refereed journal, however,
papers in English or Malay would be considered. Chinese manuscripts
should be between 10,000-30,000 characters in length, and English and
Malay manuscripts between 5000 - 8000 words.

Simplified Chinese characters will be used throughout the Journal. Authors
will need to translate traditional characters into simplified characters.

All submissions should include the following information both in Chinese
and English: title, abstract (not to exceed 250 characters/words), and
keywords (no more than five). Follow the MLA style format for English
manuscripts. Chinese manuscripts should conform to the style sheet
included in every issue of the journal.

Please provide the following information on a separate sheet of paper:
name, institution, and position (in both Chinese and English for the above),
contact address, email address, and telephone or fax number. Please also
note if the paper has been presented at a conference.

Articles published in Southern University College Academic Journal
cannot be reprinted, translated, republished or reproduced in any form
without first acquiring written permission from the journal.

Articles / book reviews published will be uploaded on the webpage for
wider reading. With submission, the authors would agree that upon
publication the article will be freely available online for un-restricted non-
commercial use, distribution and reproduction.

Manuscripts should be sent to:
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Malaysia.
Email: suaj@sc.edu.my

Book Reviews

Southern University College Academic Journal accepts book reviews in
Chinese published in the last three years. However, special reviews in
English and Bahasa Malaysia would be considered.

Books to be reviewed must be related to literature, history, geography,
education, politics, economics and social/cultural issues in Southeast Asia.

Reviews written in Chinese should be from 2000 to 2500 characters; and
reviews in English and Malay should be 1000-1500 words.

Please send review copies marked “For Book Review Only” to the Book
Review Editor.

Book Review Editor

Southern University Academic Journal

Southern University College

PTD 64888, 15Km, Jalan Skudai, P.O. Box 76, 81300 Skudai, Johor,
Malaysia.
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