Abstracts of Articles® £ 3 2

Abstracts of Articles « ¥ XXHE

“Personal and Sub-Personal Explanations in the Philosophy of
Mind” by Hong Yu Wong

Cognitive neuroscientific research provides a rich source of findings that
require philosophical reflection. The meeting of philosophy and neuroscience
raises different questions, including that of how neuroscientific discoveries
can impact philosophical accounts of mental phenomena. An influential
answer to this question proceeds through distinguishing between a personal
and a sub-personal level of explanation (Dennett 1969). The thought, very
roughly, is that we can distinguish a personal level of explanation, which is
the proper province of philosophy, and that neuroscientific explanations,
however interesting, are to be confined to the sub-personal level. | discuss
whether this picture and more recent developments of it is really tenable.
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