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“Science Civilization for China: Before and After Needham” by
Wang Gungwu

Scientists in China during the past five decades have clearly demonstrated
their ability to learn all the science they want. Yet not that long ago, someone
like Joseph Needham in England had to struggle to convince both Chinese
and Europeans that the worldly Chinese people had made advances that
helped the rise of a science civilization. This essay looks at his efforts and the
debates his questions aroused, especially among the Chinese themselves. It
shows that taking a broader view of science helps us understand how many
Chinese ideas and practices did contribute to the rise of modern science in
Europe.

“Indigenous Response to Traditional Resource Depletion in Taiwan and
Canada: Emotional and Aesthetic Factors” by Terence Russell

For Indigenous peoples, place is a moral and ritual “being,” the main
character in traditional mythology. Food sources are also treated as spiritually
endowed, animated presences. This paper is a critical reading of two writers--
Syaman Rapongan and Eden Robinson--who represent Indigenous cultures
surviving on opposite sides of the Pacific Ocean, both of which have
encountered the challenges of traditional resource depletion. The thesis
presented is that since Indigenous communities understand the landscape they
dwell upon as an animate and active participant in their productive and
cultural activities, they have difficulty in conveying the nature of their
relationship to their homeland to members of industrialized colonial societies,
for whom landscapes and their products are inevitably seen in terms of
resource exploitation and management.

“Policy Design, Institutional Framework and Macroeconomic
Management: The Case of Singapore” by Ng Beoy Kui

Despite encountering several financial crises, especially the Asian financial
Crisis in 1997 and the Global financial crisis in 2008, the Singapore economy
still appears to be resilient and competitive. The main reason behind this is its
well-established built-in institutional structure within an analytical framework
that allows five organizing principles to operate to ensure successful
macroeconomic management. The objective of this paper is to draw lessons
from such experience for the benefits of developing countries, such as
Malaysia and China.
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