Chief Editor’s Note

The 2014 issue of Southern University Academic Journal embarks on a new
beginning. First, the new editorial board is established. Second, the Journal is
now open to all interested scholars in humanities and social sciences. Third,
the peer-reviewed process of articles submitted is further strengthened. Fourth,
a substantial book review section has been added. With these changes, the
editorial board hopes to upgrade the academic standard of the journal which is
now at its 9" year of publication. Today, there are many reputable
international scholarly journals in the humanities and social sciences, and we
recognize the difficulties in instituting an academic journal which can attract
international scholars to publish. We nevertheless will try our best, bearing in
mind the reputations are not built overnight. We continue to seek the support
of the academic community to realize the goal of an excellent academic
journal. Further changes in editorial policies will be made in the future if
necessary.

The issue comprises of articles by Wang Gungwu, Terence Russell, Ng Boey
Kui, Cheng Wing-Sheung, Lee Kuei-Min, Chen Tsung-Yuan, Hu Yueyan,
Dong Tiezhu. They are scholars from Singapore, Canada, Malaysia, Taiwan,
and China. The “Research Report” and “Review Article” sections are
important components. What is significant is the book review section, in three
languages (Bahasa Malaysia, English and Chinese). We are of the opinion that
many books published did not receive the scholarly attention that they deserve,
and this expanded section reflects our commitment to review these
publications. We welcome authors or publishers to send us publications for
review, and scholars to submit articles and join the list of book reviewers.

Ho Khai Leong
Chief Editor
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